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From the Principal 
 

 

Welcome to 2024 at the School of Languages! 

My name is Michelle 
Kohler and I am the 
new Principal. I hope to 
meet many of you 
during the year, 
however let me briefly 
introduce myself and 
our two new Senior 
Leaders. 

I have been involved in 
languages education 
for 30 years, working in 

school leadership, curriculum and policy, pre-service 
education and research. I am deeply committed to 
languages education, seeking ways to innovate and 
provide programs that really make a difference for 
young people.  

This is a unique school with a proud history of 
providing access, choice and continuity in language 
learning. I want to sincerely thank our previous staff 
and leaders who have made the school what it is 
today, particularly Ms Lia Tedesco who led the school 
for 23 years. We wish Lia well in her retirement.  

We have two new Senior Leaders, Deputy Principal, 
Ms Pauline Akele (formerly Glenunga International) 
and Assistant Principal, Ms Barbara Smith (formerly 
Marymount/Sacred Heart College and teacher of 
Japanese at SoL). We welcome the extensive 
experience and innovative ideas that Pauline and 

Barbara will bring to the school and their work with 
our Leadership Team. We hope to introduce the team 
in future newsletters. 

I feel privileged to take on this role and work with an 
incredibly diverse and dedicated staff in supporting 
our wonderful young people. I look forward to the 
year ahead.  

 

Year 12 SACE & IB Results 
 

Congratulations                                                
to our Year 12 SACE and IB students for 

another year of outstanding results! 

SACE: 188 students completed a SACE Stage 2 
language; with 99% achieving a pass (C- or above), 
and 93% achieving an A or B. 

Five students received an A+ with Merit:  

Xiangfan Chen Chinese (background speakers) 
Rajina Basnet Nepali Continuers 
John Dwyer Spanish Continuers  
Miguelangel Rosas-Forero Spanish Continuers 
Thi Thanh (Tracy) Nguyen Vietnamese (background speakers) 
 
 

International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma: 27 year 12 
students studied an IB Diploma level language course. 
Four students achieved a perfect score of 7 and 
another 10 achieved a near perfect score of 6.  

Megumi Loxton (7) Japanese Language B SL  
Lan Nakashima (7) Japanese Language B SL 
Jerry Lee (7) Korean Language B SL 
Rosario Lopez Cisneros (7) Spanish Language B SL 
Sara Grutzner (6) German Language B SL 
Sai Ganesh (6) Japanese Language B SL 
Stewart Anderson (6) 
Andy Lee (6) 

Spanish Language B SL 
Spanish IB ab initio 

Johanna Manlapas (6) Spanish IB ab initio 
Sundaram Meenachi (6) Spanish IB ab initio 
Minh Trung Nguyen (6) Spanish IB ab initio 
Asira Suetrong (6) Spanish IB ab initio 
Robert Cameron-Cagliuso (6) Spanish IB ab initio 
  

 

T E R M  1  2 0 2 4  
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‘Spanish IB students Stewart Anderson & Rosario Lopez 
Cisneros after receiving their awards’ 

 

Governing Council 2024 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

 

Hold the date!! 
 

Tuesday 26 March 
6.00 - 7.00pm Public Lecture 

7.00 - 7.30 AGM 
Education Development Centre, Milner Rd, 

Hindmarsh 
 

Further details to come 
 

Interested in joining Governing Council? 

We have several positions for parent and student 
representatives. Parents are appointed for 2 years 
and students are appointed for 1 year.  

For further information or to nominate, contact:  
Michelle.Kohler291@schools.sa.edu.au 

Nominations due Wednesday 20 March 

Student Council 2024 

Calling all students! 
 

Are you interested in being a voice for students at SoL? 
 

We are seeking students from a range of year levels 
to join the Student Council. The group will work 
closely with Danielle Popovic our Coordinator, 
Curriculum and Student Engagement, to provide 
advice and organise events for SoL students. 
Meetings are held online. 
 

If you are interested in joining or want to know more, 
contact: Danielle.Popovic904@schools.sa.edu.au   
 

Enrichment programs 2024 

In 2024, we will continue to provide a range of 
additional language learning opportunities for young 
people, as follows: 
 

Let’s Talk! 

This holiday program is for Years 10 - 12 students and 
focuses on building their confidence in speaking the 
language they are learning. 
 

Details for the upcoming events in April are: 
• Tuesday 16 April 

School of Languages (West Croydon) 
• Wednesday 17 April 

School of Languages (West Croydon) 
 

Languages offered include: Chinese, French, German, 
Indonesian, Italian, Japanese and Spanish.  

Languages Alive!  

This holiday program is for primary aged children and 
focuses on developing their awareness of diverse 
languages and cultures through interactive learning 
experiences.  
 

Details are: 
• Tuesday 16 April 

School of Languages (West Croydon) 
• Wednesday 17 April  

School of Languages (West Croydon) 
• Thursday 18 April 

Mitcham Primary School 
• Friday 19 April 

Pilgrim School 
• Tuesday 23 April 

Nairne Primary School 
 

Further details for both programs can be found at: 
http://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au/ 
 

We thank the State Government for its continued funding 
of these programs. 

Study Tours are back! 

It is with great pleasure that we can announce that 
our International Tour Program is resuming in 
2024/25. 
 

For whom? Students in Years 10, 11 and 12 in 2024 
and 2025. 
 

Which Languages? French, Japanese, Korean, Italian, 
Spanish (other languages TBD). 
 

When and how much? October 2024 and April 2025, 
between $4000 and $6000 depending on destination 
and duration. 
 

How can I find our more? Initial information will be 
given to students in Term 1. 
 

Save the date Friday 22 March for an information 
session at the School of Languages (255 Torrens Rd, 
West Croydon), 6pm-7pm. For more information, 
contact  Ben.Anderson511@schools.sa.edu.au.  

mailto:Michelle.Kohler291@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:Danielle.Popovic904@schools.sa.edu.a#u
http://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au/
mailto:Ben.Anderson511@schools.sa.edu.au
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Learning experiences 
     

Schöne Grüβe aus Deutschland! 

In-country language immersion experiences offer rich and authen�c experiences to students and are 
invaluable for developing intercultural skills. 

Pictured here are Year 11 Stage 1 Beginner students Izzy and Zara, who spent 
some 10 weeks in Germany from late 2023 to early 2024. Izzy reports, “My 
understanding of German has hugely improved and speaking German 
everyday has also improved my accent and ability to catch the dri� of 
sentences, even if I don’t understand 
everything. I would definitely recommend 
doing an exchange (for anyone) because it 
really broadens your perspec�ve on how 
different people live their lives and helps you 

understand why they live them that way.” 

Teacher of German, Kim Bennet is passionate about bringing language and 
culture alive. “The kind of experien�al learning offered when a student sees 
the history and culture they learn about in the classroom, awakens their curiosity like nothing else. So, it 
is par�cularly gra�fying to see students commence SACE Beginner courses and take advantage of in-
country immersion opportuni�es”. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year! 

新
x ī n

  年
nián

  快
kuài

  乐
l è

 
Welcome back to school in 2024 – The year of the Dragon. In our R-6 Chinese lesson, we started the 

term by exploring the customs and traditions of Chinese New Year, and sharing stories about the 
origin of the festival. 

 
Chinatown Lunar New Year 

Street Party 2024 
 

The Lunar New Year Street Party will be held at Gouger 
St (and Moonta St).   

This is a vibrant event filled with cultural performances, 
delicious food, and festive activities for the whole 

family. 
 
 

Date: Saturday 17 February 2024 
 
 

Time: 12:00pm – 9:00pm 
 
 

Location: Chinatown Gouger St, Adelaide 
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Our Staff 2024 
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Principal    Michelle Kohler  
Deputy Principal, Learning and Program Innovation  Pauline Akele 
Assistant Principal, Student, Staff and Community Engagement Barbara Smith 
Coordinator, Curriculum and Global Connections   Ben Anderson  
Coordinator, Curriculum and Senior Secondary SACE  Halina Pietrzak 
Coordinator, Curriculum and Student Engagement  Danielle Popovic 
Coordinator, Curriculum and Digital Pedagogies  Flor Rangel 
Business Manager    Shaun Ryan 
Learning and Communication Technologies Manager  Ari Bickley 
Project Officer, Marketing & Promotions / Holiday Programs Kate Loechel 

 
TEACHERS 
Arabic:  Thuraya Naji, Marianne Wehbe 
Auslan:  Sophia Borick, Carmela Greco 
Bosnian:  Dzenana Draganovic 
Chinese: Wendy Deng, Isabel Feng, Kelly Greatrex, Lee Lin, Karen Wang, Qiqi Xie, 

Shohret Yusoph, Yuan Zhu, Mingjun Zhuo 
Croatian:  Josip Barac, Anamarija Cosic 
French: Tess Amini, Bibbiana DePasquale, Jenny Ditillo, Danielle Popovic, Angela 

Tomarelli, Teresa Vaccaro 
German:  Kim Bennett, Erik Brasse 
Hindi:  Tajinder Kaur, Amita Malhotra 
Indonesian:  Jinap Ato 
Italian:  Bibbiana DePasquale, Lucia Gentilcore, Teresa Vaccaro 
Japanese: Kelly Greatrex, Mayumi Hew, Hannah James, Chizuru Lock, Kerri Ridley, Ayako 

Uchikawa 
Khmer:  Chimao Kang, Sreymom Sun, Seka Tith 
Korean:  Parky Anderson, Seokran Lee, Yong-Mi Muirhead 
Nepali:  Jai Bhandari, Mohan Gautam, Lok Poudyel  
Persian:  Marjan Sobhani 
Pitjantjatjara:   Mike Haynes 
Polish:  Lucyna Lenkiewicz 
Punjabi:   Anapreet Kaur, Tajinder Kaur 
Serbian:  Ana Nedeljkovic- Brankovic 
Spanish: Ben Anderson, Jamie Antezana Navarro, Lucia Gentilcore, Paula Holstein, 

Lorena Pineda-Gonzalez, Flor Rangel, Patricia Rosales 
Thai:   Rinyaphat (Rin) Bayne 
Vietnamese:  Le Ly, Phuong Ngo, Julie Thanh Nguyen, Ngoc Anh (Annie) Nguyen 

 
SUPPORT STAFF 
Student and Staff Services  Thorl Chea 
Resource Centre and Data Management Jenny Ivchenko 
Student and Staff Services/Administration Teresa Matthews 
Public Relations   Steve Milazzo  
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Communicating with us 
 

We really value regular and clear communication with our community, please contact us as follows:  
 

• To discuss your child’s learning and/or wellbeing, please email their teacher directly using the email at the 
top of the weekly lesson plan. 
 

• If your contact details change (address, phone number etc.), please notify us on 8301 4800 or 
dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au 

 
 
 

Notifying a Student Absence / Emergency Contact Procedure 
 
 

Parents/Carers, if your student will be absent or late please notify the school 
 

 

BEFORE 4:30pm 
 

Phone the front office on 8301 4800 
 

OR email dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au (SOL Front Office) 
 

OR email your student’s teacher directly (email on the Lesson Plan) 
 

OR SMS 0418 149 916 (Text only absence notification) 
 

AFTER 4:30pm 
 

Phone the Admin Support Person at Adelaide High School on 0403 607 566, and they will contact the 
appropriate teacher/teaching centre to notify of the absence 

 
 

 
Extended Student Absence 

 
 

If your child/children will be absent for more than three lessons (e.g. family holiday, overseas trip) 
parents/carers need to seek permission in writing from the Principal for an Extended Student Absence, prior 

to the absence. Please email requests to dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au 
 

mailto:dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au


 6 TERM DATES 2024 
Term 1: Mon 28 Jan – Sat 13 April 
Term 2: Mon 29 April – Sat 6 July 
Term 3: Mon 22 July – Sat 28 Sept 

Term 4: Mon 14 Oct – Sat 7 Dec: last day R – 10 classes. 
Last day Year 11s: Week ending Sat 30 Nov. 

Last day Year 12s: week prior to final exam. Dates to be advised once SACE and IB exam schedules are finalised. 

 Key dates for Term 1 
 
WEEK 7 

Mon 11 March: Public holiday. No classes 

WEEK 8 

End of assessment period 1 

WEEK 9 

Tues 26 March: Governing Council AGM 
Fri 29 March: Easter Break. No classes 
Sat 30 March: Easter Break. No classes 

WEEK 10 

Mon 1 April: Easter Break. No classes 

WEEK 11 

Sat 13 April: Last day of term. 

TERM 1 SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

Mon 15 April – Sun 28 April: Term 1 reports and Term 2 newsletter distributed. 

TERM 2 

Mon 29 April: Classes recommence 
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