
 
 

END OF YEAR, 2024 
 

 

From the Principal 

As we approach the end of year, I just want to thank 
our students, staff and parents, who all come 
together to make our school a vibrant and rewarding 
community. 

We ended the year on a high with our two celebration 
events; recognising the learning and commitment of 
our students (see more details below).  

At this time, we also farewell staff who are moving to 
new roles in other schools (see details below) and 
anticipate the arrival of a few new staff who will join 
us in 2025 (more details to come). 

Importantly, now is a time for family, for rest and 
relaxation, as we enjoy our summer break. The break 
also gives us time to reflect on the year that was, and 
plan for the year ahead.  

Best wishes for a safe and festive holiday and new 
year. 
 
Michelle Kohler 
 

 
Our People 

 
We say farewell and thank you to a number of our 
teaching staff this year: 
 

• Jinap Ato – Indonesian  
• Dzenana Draganovic – Bosnian 
• Lucia Gentilcore – Italian and Spanish 
• Paula Holstein – Spanish 
• Sreymom Sun – Khmer 
• Jordan Tassell – Japanese 
• Angela Tomarelli – French 
• Jenny Xu – Chinese/Spanish 

We wish them all the best in their new positions. 
 
 
 

 

Student Learning 

 
 
 
 

Celebration of Achievement 
This year we held two events for our Celebration of 
Achievement; one for primary students and one for 
secondary students. Both events received excellent 
feedback at the time but we are keen to hear more so 
plan to survey those who attended so that we can 
continue to refine and improve these events.  
 
We recognise the learning of all students and 
congratulate the following award recipients: 
 
Winners of the primary awards 

 Award for Excellence 
o Arabic – Bella Mesak 
o Auslan – Bailee Coetzee 
o Chinese – Lewis Chieng 
o French – Heloise Coly 
o Hindi – Trisha Khubber 
o Italian – Lucia Pedone 
o Japanese – Ellie Saw 
o Khmer – Sopheak Im 
o Korean – Sungjin Park 
o Nepali – Christopher Shah 
o Punjabi – Viraj Billing 
o Spanish – Davin Nam 
o Thai – Taryn Turvey 
o Vietnamese – Phillipa-Grace Le 

 
 Award for Consistent and Sustained Approach to 

Learning 
o Arabic – Layla Rasheed 
o Auslan – Isabel Warrington 
o Chinese – Jessica Hale 
o French – Vera Trinh 
o Hindi – Lakhshh Agarwal 
o Italian – Antonio Colangelo 
o Japanese – Lester Wu 
o Khmer – Anna Sem 
o Korean – Katie Hillman 
o Nepali – Prajana Pandey 
o Punjabi – Aarav Kalra 
o Spanish – Luciana Rodriguez Zambrano 
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o Thai – Soraya Merrilees 
o Vietnamese – Ba Nghia Pham 

 
 Outstanding Commitment to Languages Learning 

R-6 Pathway 
o Chinese – Izaac Binnie 
o Chinese – Will Ciao 
o Chinese – Danny Ding 
o Chinese – Jessica Hale 
o Chinese – Bonnie Yu 
o French – Claire Bardsley 
o French – Riahn Hidayat 
o French – Sabine Trinh 
o Italian – Antonio Colangelo 
o Japanese – Xinyu Saw 
o Khmer – Erika Khourn 
o Khmer – Nathan Lun 
o Khmer – Oliver Ninnes 
o Khmer – Anna Sem 
o Khmer – Boramy Sreng 
o Korean – Katie Hillman 

 

Winners of the secondary awards 

 Community Award for Excellence 
o Arabic – Saly Elnady 
o Auslan – Olivia Kastelein 
o Bosnian – Anela Udovcic 
o Chinese – Zhi Qi Lim 
o Croatian – Milena Tokic 
o French – Titana Abdullah 
o German – Ceridwen Kellermann Williams 
o Hindi – Kartik Sharma 
o Indonesian – Zidan Mustafat 
o Italian – Elizabeth Mucciante 
o Japanese – William Han 
o Khmer – Vichka Lim 
o Korean – Inara Eacott 
o Nepali – Rithisa Dahal 
o Persian – Mohammad Parsa Salari 
o Pitjantjatjara – Sophie Fatchen 
o Polish – Aleksandra Zielinski 
o Punjabi – Ekam Noor Kondal 
o Serbian – Anastasia Djukic 
o Spanish – Rachael Dospisil 
o Thai – Tiger Tabbernal 
o Vietnamese – Minh-Chuong Tran 

 

 Award for Consistent and Sustained Approach to 
Learning 

o Arabic – Titana Abdullah 
o Auslan – Bella Crispin 
o Bosnian – Leila Konjevic 
o Chinese – Lucas Li 
o Croatian – Lucija Tokic 
o French – Zara Sanchez 

o German – Elizabeth Chloupek 
o Hindi – Anjali Maurya 
o Indonesian – Oscar Wellings 
o Italian – Emily Parisi 
o Japanese – Ricki Maunder 
o Khmer – Leang Tay Kim 
o Korean – Kaylie Yen 
o Nepali – Abhaya Chhetri 
o Persian – Bahar Aghazadeh Meshki 
o Polish – Maja Szmeja 
o Punjabi – Jaibir Singh 
o Serbian – Ana Kotur 
o Spanish – Thai Anh Thu Phan 
o Thai – Soren Merrilees 
o Vietnamese – Hong Chau Sa Ngo 

 

 Outstanding Commitment to Languages Learning 
7-12 Pathway 

o Maja Szmeja 
o Krystian Zaniewski 

 

 Outstanding Commitment to Languages Learning 
R-12 Pathway 

o Sophia Calvo 
o Dylan Cordero 
o Shadae Kennedy 

 

*Please see a selection of photos from both the 
primary and secondary events at the end of this 
newsletter. 
 

Student achievement – results and reports 
 

Student reports will be emailed to parents/carers and 
day schools in the week beginning Monday 16 
December. Please contact us if you do not receive 
your child’s report by then.  
 

Year 12 SACE results were released by the SACE 
Board, and Year 12 IB results were also released by 
the International Baccalaureate Organisation (IBO) 
this week.  We can already see some excellent results 
for our students, and we will now analyse the results 
more closely and share them with you in the first 
newsletter of the year. 
 

 

Rithisa Dahal – Governors Award Winner 
 

Rithisa aspires to pursue a career in radiation therapy 
and has a strong and focused vision for her future in 
healthcare. During her SACE journey, she has excelled 
in STEM subjects, including participating in the MASA 
mathematics Competition and the NASSSA Math 
Olympics. Rithisa has won numerous academic 
achievements and is known for her compassion and 
supportive nature towards her peers and has 
passionately celebrated her culture and shared it with 
her school community. 
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Spotlight on an international language learner! 
 
Year 12 SACE Beginners 
German student Amelia 
Knott completed the 
final 2 months of her 
SACE studies in Boston, 
Massachusetts where 
she now attends the 
Lovell Academy, a 
boarding school 
producing the next 
generation of elite ice 
hockey players. 
 
Developing greater independence and resilience is 
very much part of becoming a more effective 
language-learner, too and Amelia has shared some 
tips on how she managed her German studies so far 
from home: 
• Good time management with all other subjects 
• Planning how you learn 
• Good notes that you can understand 
• Space out homework  
• Take time for other things 
• Talk 1:1 with your teacher 

 
When asked what she enjoyed most about her time 
at School of Languages, she said “Being in a class with 
people with same intentions as me, all wanting to be 
there and wanting to try and push themselves to be 
better at the language and we were all supportive of 
each other and all friends. I stay in touch with the girls 
in a group chat, we have become close friends.”  

Originally, Amelia was to go to Austria. She feels that 
learning a foreign language offers many 
opportunities. She would still like to go to Austria or 
Germany and knows she would feel more connected 

with everyone and 
have a better sense 
of belonging in the 
community if she 
speaks German. “It 
makes being far 
away easier, 
because you can 
understand.” We 
wish Amelia every 
success! 

 

Enrolments for 2025 
 
Please check our website for any information about 
our programs, classes and locations in 2025. 
 
We are continuing to take enrolments for 2025.  
 

• For R-6 new enrolments, visit our website to 
enrol online. 

 
• For Years 7-12 new enrolments, visit our 

website to complete our online Expression of 
Interest form.  

 
If you have any questions regarding enrolment for 

2025, please contact us at: 8301 4800 or 
dl.1802.Admin@schools.sa.edu.au 

 
Looking ahead to 2025 

 
A reminder that our lessons commence in the second 
week of the school year, the week beginning Monday 
3 February. 
 
Our next Newsletter will be early in Term 1 with 
details of important dates for the year.  
 
We look forward to seeing you in 2025. 
 

Exciting learning experiences 
FRENCH 

 
Students recently had the 
opportunity to try making 
their own French crepes 
following a demonstration. 
They ordered a variety of 
traditional French savoury and 
sweet crepes and following 
the meal, they participated in 
quizzes and games in French. 
 
Bon appétit! 
 

 

mailto:dl.1802.Admin@schools.sa.edu.au
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Key Dates Term 1 2025 
 
WEEK 1 
Tuesday 28 January: Term 1 begins (in government schools) 
 
WEEK 2 
Monday 3 February: Classes commence at the School of Languages 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


