
 
 

TERM 4, 2024 
 

 

From the Principal 

As we enter our final term of 2024, we look forward 
to several key events in the school calendar and also 
reflect on our achievements. A few highlights include: 

- Student achievement and awards 
- Staff professional learning and unit 

development  
- Strengthening partnerships with teaching 

centres including one new centre and one 
new secondary program 

- More user-friendly enrolment processes 
(online R-6 and refined 7-12) 

- Excellent participation in holiday programs 
- Overhauled publicity materials and processes 

including a focus on Beginners Courses 
- And more… 

We have redesigned our Celebration of Achievement 
too – more details to follow. 
 
Importantly, we wish our senior secondary students 
well in their exams (see details at end of newsletter). 
It can be daunting facing oral and written exams but 
we know students are up to the challenge, and are 
confident they will do well. 
 
I wish to thank members of our Governing Council for 
the work they do in providing parent and student 
voice, and also to our teaching and support staff who 
work tirelessly to provide students with a rewarding 
language learning experience. Thank you for your on-
going support and we look forward to even more 
achievements next year. 
 

Our People 
 

Introducing … 
My name is Danielle Popovic, and I am delighted to 
introduce myself as the Coordinator of Curriculum 
and Student Engagement at the School of Languages. 
I have had a long and fulfilling career as a languages 
educator and this has included 11 enriching years as 
an Education Consultant and Languages Project 
Officer at the SACE Board and within the Department. 

I am excited to bring my experience in curriculum 
development and language pedagogy to support my 
colleagues at the School of Languages. Together, we 
aim to deliver high-quality, student-centred language 
programs and create even more opportunities for our 
students to positively engage with our vibrant school 
community. 
 
My role includes working closely with student 
representatives to reformat our Celebration of 
Achievement, ensuring it better serves both primary 
and secondary students. I am also actively supporting 
and facilitating activities throughout the year, such as 
cultural festivals, movie nights, restaurant visits, and 
pétanque tournaments, to foster social interaction. 
Additionally, we are creating opportunities for 
students to showcase their 
language learning journeys 
through a multimodal 
competition and to receive 
recognition for their 
leadership roles, both within 
the school and as advocates 
for language learning and 
multiculturalism in the wider 
community. 
 
 

My name is Ben Anderson, 
and I have been a coordinator 
here for 9 years teaching 
Korean, German and 
Spanish.  In my role as 
Coordinator Curriculum and 
Global Connections, I aim to 
connect SoL classes with 
language classes around the 
world to establish 

relationships, practice language skills, and improve 
students’ intercultural understandings. Within Global 
Connections, we also aim to provide opportunities for 
our students to improve their language skills through 
in-country language and culture immersion programs, 
such as those planned for Japan, Spain, Italy and 
Korea in the coming year. Opportunities to immerse 
themselves in their target language and culture, both 
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online and in-country, allow our students to deepen 
their understanding of the target language and 
develop skills navigating real-world, multilingual and 
multicultural interactions in authentic contexts.  
If any parents have connections to teachers or schools 
overseas with whom we could explore creating a 
connection, I look forward to hearing from you at 
Ben.Anderson511@schools.sa.edu.au. 
 

Recent Events 
 

Governor’s Reception 
by Natasha Weber & Anaya Mehta 

Attending the Governor’s 
reception for student 
leaders was an opportunity 
to not only have our 
contributions recognised 
but also to interact with 
other students with similar 
leadership involvement 
across the state. Having 
been to other leadership 
conventions, we were able 
to catch up with some fellow student leaders and get 
to meet more in the many that went. We were given 
the opportunity to explore the first floor of 
Government House and follow the request of Her 
Excellency Governor Adamson and greet several new 
people in the course of our mingling. Her Excellency 
Governor Adamson was encouraging in her 
appreciation of our leadership contribution and her 
faith in our future pathways. Anaya and I were lucky 
enough to have a conversation with her directly, 
discussing our pathways for future years, and to then 
speak with Professor Martin Westwell, who spoke at 
the opening speech, and talk to him about learner 
agency and our respective thoughts on his 
contributions to the Department for Education’s 
strategies for Pillars of Learning. Overall, we both 
enjoyed the event, and it has created connections and 
experiences that we will both be able to take away 
into our future lives and careers.  
 

Languages Alive! 

In addition to two fun-filled days at our Croydon site, 
languages came alive at Bridgewater and on Kangaroo 
Island. Students were engaged and curious in their 
learning about Auslan, Croatian, French, Hindi, 
Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Kaurna, Korean, Nepali 
and Spanish languages and cultures. 
 

Here’s what our students had to say about Languages 
Alive in October: 

 Thank you so much! I loved it and can’t wait to 
come back tomorrow  

 Thank you, I loved the craft  
 It was amazing fun and great, great, great 
 I had so much fun learning about other cultures 
 I learnt the colours in Auslan 

Languages REP 

More than 150 students of SACE Stage 2 Continuers 
in Chinese, French, German, Indonesian, Italian, 
Japanese and Spanish joined us in the holidays for an 
intensive day of revision and exam preparation ahead 
of the upcoming Stage 2 exams. Students were able 
to interact with each other, ask questions and spend 
the day actively revising and preparing with the 
guidance of 12 of South Australia’s most experienced 
languages teachers. Sushi, pizza and wraps were 
enjoyed as the students got to know each other at 
lunchtime! 

Here’s what the students had to say: 

 I enjoyed the tips on how to remember specific 
things in the exam and the quick tips on 
elaborating and things 

 I feel so much better after Arnaud gave us some 
extra tips for if we're running out of time, and 
things to write to get some more complex 
grammar in there 

 I think I definitely understand better what the 
examiners are looking for from me, and I feel 
much better about preparing my answers. 

 

Global Connections – Japan Study Tour 
During the end of term 3 holidays, we kick started our 
Study Tour program again with our combined Para 
Hills High School and School of Languages Japan Study 
Tour.  
 
Students were hosted by Para Hills sister school, 
Kashima Gakuen in Ibaraki prefecture. Our students 
had the opportunity to get involved with Japanese 
school life and spent a weekend hosted by local 
Japanese families. They then continued their tour 
visiting some famous landmarks – Shibuya crossing, 
Kyoto, Nara and Osaka. Speaking to some of our Year 
12 students preparing for their oral exam this week, 
they had an amazing time and their spoken Japanese 
is noticeably improved on return. 
 

mailto:Ben.Anderson511@schools.sa.edu.au
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A huge thank you to Para Hills High School, in 
particular their International Student Program 
Manager and Japanese teacher Candice Ferguson, for 
her tireless work preparing for the trip and leading the 
tour. She was joined by Adla Mattiske and Nick 
McIver. Many thanks to our own Ben Anderson and 
Barbara Smith who worked behind the scenes also to 
prepare students for their experience. We look 
forward to sharing more news and photos from the 
tour in our next newsletter. 

Recognition of Service Awards 2024 
It was wonderful to attend the recent ceremony 
where the Minister for Education, the Hon. Blair 
Boyer, presented Phuong Ngo with an award 
recognising her 30-years of service teaching in the 
Department for Education. Congratulations Phuong!  

 
Upcoming Events 

 
 
 
 

Celebration of Achievement 
This year we have reimagined the way in which we 
acknowledge and celebrate the learning 
achievements of our students. We are working 
towards Celebration of Achievement events that 
include high levels of student participation to ensure 
that they are interactive and enjoyable, while 
providing greater opportunities for our students to 
meet and interact with one another. 
 
Two events will be held: 
The secondary event (Years 7–12) will take place on 
Tuesday 3 December from 6:30–9pm at Eagles 
Function Centre, Woodville. 

The secondary event will be a formal event with 
student performances, opportunities to interact in 
table groups and food and drinks served with a short 
awards ceremony – and limited adult speeches! 
 
The primary event (Years R–6) will take place on 
Saturday 7 December from 9am–12 noon at School of 
Languages, Croydon.  
 
The primary event will be a family friendly event with 
student performances and a short awards ceremony 
followed by a mini festival with languages stalls and 
food trucks. 
 
 Award winners and their parents/carers will soon 
receive an invitation via email.  
 
The primary awards to be presented will be: 

 Award for Excellence (one per language) 
 Award for Consistent and Sustained Approach to 

Learning (one per language) 
 Outstanding Commitment to Languages Learning 

R-6 Pathway 
 

The secondary awards to be presented will be: 

 Community Award for Excellence (one per 
language) 

 Award for Consistent and Sustained Approach to 
Learning (one per language) 

 Outstanding Commitment to Languages Learning 
7-12 Pathway 

 Outstanding Commitment to Languages Learning 
R-12 Pathway 

 
We look forward to connecting with our school 
community to celebrate our students’ success. 
 

 Multimedia Competition  

This year we opened up the competition to 
multimedia entries to allow for creativity and 
contemporary ways of addressing the theme  

My Language Learning Journey 

There were many entries, which made the selection 
of winners very difficult for the judging panel! 

The winners were: 
• Category A (Reception to Year 3): Mia 

Maragondakis ($100 prize money) 
• Category B (Years 4 – 6): Jessica Hale ($100 

prize money) 
• Category D (Years 10 – 12): Tran Thuy Vy 

(Kylie) Vo ($100 prize money) 
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• There were also two Commendations 
awarded: Jack Hale (Category A) and 
Manpriya Joshi (Category B) ($50 prize 
money) 

Congratulations to all the above students. They have 
received their prizes and will be presented with a 
Certificate of Excellence by the Senior Leaders during 
Term 4. All entrants have received a Certificate of 
Participation.  
 

Reminders 
 

Year 12 Examinations  

Most of our Year 12 students will sit their final exams 
within the next few weeks. Students have been given 
details regarding the date, time and venue for their 
oral and written exams.  
 
The updated timetable is provided in this newsletter. 
 
All students of Year 12 IB had their last lesson for the 
year in Week 10 of Term 3. SACE students who have 
exams during Term 4 Week 1 also have their last 
lesson for the year in Week 10 Term 3. This applies to: 
Auslan Continuers, Bosnian Continuers, Chinese 
Beginners, Croatian Continuers, Hindi Continuers, 
Korean Beginners Korean Continuers, Khmer 
Continuers, Nepali Continuers, Persian Continuers, 
Polish Continuers, Punjabi Continuers & Serbian 
Continuers. 
 
Final lessons for students of other courses are 
provided in the Key Dates section of this newsletter.  
 
Year 12 SACE students should be aware that it is not 
possible to catch up on a missed written and/or oral 
exam. Students who do not attend their scheduled 
exam(s) will need to present a doctor's certificate 
using the SACE Board's proforma; or receive a zero 
mark for this part of the exam. A doctor's certificate 
stating that a student was 'unable to attend the exam 
due to a medical condition' will not be sufficient.  

Enrolling for 2025 

Our 2025 Enrolment information has been distributed 
to parents, as well as all schools and stakeholders. The 
most up-to-date enrolment and re-enrolment 
information for all year levels is available on our 
school web site.  
 
Re-enrolment of students, Years R-9 

A reminder that R-9 students are automatically re-
enrolled with us for the next year level, unless you 
advise us otherwise by Friday 15 November (Week 5). 
This applies to Year 6 students also so please consider 
whether you wish to continue with the same 
language, albeit at a different location where 
secondary classes are held. Please refer to our 
Timetable 2025 on our website for details. 
 
Re-enrolment of students, Years 10 and 11 
During Term 3, we sent an SMS to parents/carers of 
all students currently enrolled in Year 10 and SACE 
Stage 1, advising of the re-enrolment process and 
sending a link to our website for information 
regarding 2025.  
 
Parents of students who intend to continue studying 
with us in 2025 will receive a Letter of 
Acknowledgement, and a Confirmation of Re-
enrolment letter in Term 4. If your student is absent 
in the relevant weeks, this information will be sent 
home.  
 
If you have any questions regarding enrolment for 
2025, please contact us at: 
sl.1802.Admin@schools.sa.edu.au 
 
We look forward to your child continuing studies with 
us in 2025. 
 

Absence notifications 

A reminder to parents that you will automatically 
receive an SMS from our rollmarker system if your 
child has not been recorded as present within 15 
minutes of the class starting. This applies even if you 
have notified us of an intended lateness/absence, and 
the teacher will then confirm this with the 
appropriate code. If you have any questions about the 
system, please contact us. 
 

University Scholarship options for 2025 

If you are a Year 12 student and you are interested in 
studying at UniSA or the University of Adelaide. They 
both offer a wide range of scholarships for a variety 
of students, from high achievers to those in need. 

 
To learn more, visit the Scholarships page at UniSA 
and the Scholarships page at the University of 
Adelaide. 
 
A scholarship could be the helping hand your students 
need to make university life a little easier. 

mailto:sl.1802.Admin@schools.sa.edu.au
https://i.unisa.edu.au/students/scholarships/?utm_campaign=CMK%20-%20High%20School%20Staff%202024%20-%20Subject%20Teacher%20Comms%20-%20Term%204&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua&elqcst=272&elqcsid=14605
https://www.adelaide.edu.au/scholarships/
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Exciting learning experiences 

CROATIAN 
For their latest assignment, students of Croatian 
language made cooking videos at home where they 
prepared a traditional Croatian dish. After presenting 
their videos in class, they shared the food they made 
with classmates and the teacher. 
 

It was a fun way of learning Croatian language while 
enjoying delicious food. 

 

R-3 HINDI 
The R-3 Hindi students learnt about the significance 
of the festivals and participated in activities to 
promote the values of family, care, and respect. 

 

Raksha Bandhan celebrates the bond of brother-
sister love. Furthermore, it marks the uniqueness of 
this bond and gives them a day to celebrate their love 
and confidence for each other. 

 

Janmashtami, Hindu festival celebrating the birth 
(janm) of the god Krishna on the eighth (ashtami) day 

of the dark fortnight of the month of Bhadrapada 
(August–September). The number eight has another 
significance in the Krishna legend, that he is the eighth 
child of his mother, Devaki. The purpose of his birth 
was to free the world from the evilness of demons. 
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Key Dates Term 3 

 
WEEK 1 
Monday 14 October: Term 4 begins 
Year 12 SACE Exams begin this week  
Final week of lessons for these Year 12 classes: 

• French Beginners 
Italian Beginners  

WEEK 2 
Year 12 IB Diploma exams this week 
Friday 25 - Spanish ab initio Paper 2 (Listening) 
Tuesday 22 October: Governing Council meeting via Teams, at 7:00pm 
Final week of lessons for Year 12 classes: 

• German Beginners 
• Indonesian Beginners 
• Japanese Beginners 
• Spanish Beginners 

WEEK 3 
Final week of lessons for Year 12 classes: 

• Arabic Continuers 
• Chinese Background 
• Chinese Continuers 
• French Continuers 
• Indonesian Continuers 
• Spanish Continuers 

Year 12 IB Diploma exams this week 
Monday 28 - Spanish ab initio Paper 1 & 2 
Tuesday 29 - Language B SL & HL Paper 1 & 2  
Wednesday 30 – Language ab initio Paper 2 (Listening) 
Language B SL & HL Paper 2 (Listening) 
WEEK 4 
Final week of lessons for these Year 12 classes: 

• German Continuers 
• Italian Continuers 
• Japanese Continuers 
• Vietnamese Background 
• Vietnamese Continuers 

WEEK 5 
End of year oral exams for Year 11 students 
Friday 15 November: Deadline for parents/carers of students in R – Year 9 to notify the school if they do not wish 
to re-enrol for 2025 
WEEK 6 
End of year written exams for Year 11 students  
Students in Years 10 and 11 will receive Confirmation of enrolment letter for 2025 
WEEK 7 
Final week of classes for: 

• all Year 11 students 
• all students of Pitjantjatjara 

Marked exam papers returned to Year 11 students 
End of Semester 2 
Tuesday 26 November: Final Governing Council meeting 
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WEEK 8 
Tuesday 3 December: Years 7-12 Celebration of Achievement, Woodville West-Torrens Football Club 
Saturday 7 December: Years R-6 Celebration of Achievement, School of Languages, Croydon 
Final week of classes for R – 10 students 
WEEK 9 
Final week for teaching staff 
WEEK 10 
Monday 16 December: SACE Year 12 results release 
Term 4 reports sent to students and schools 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Languages Alive! trip to Kangaroo Island during the October Holidays 
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2024 EXTERNAL WRITTEN EXAMINATION TIMETABLE   
  

TERM 4 /Date   Time  Language  Level  Duration of exam  

Wk 1  

Tuesday 15 October  

  
 
 

10:00am  Auslan Continuers 2 hrs + 10 min reading  
1:30pm  Chinese Beginners  2 hr 30 min + 10 min reading  
1:30pm Korean  Continuers  2 hrs 50 min + 10 min reading  
1:30 pm  Bosnian  Continuers  2 hr 30 min + 10 min reading  
1:30 pm  Croatian  Continuers  2 hr 30 min + 10 min reading  
1:30 pm  Hindi  Continuers  2 hr 30 min + 10 min reading  
1:30 pm  Khmer  Continuers  2 hr 30 min + 10 min reading  
1:30pm  Nepali  Continuers  2 hr 30 min + 10 min reading  
1:30 pm  Persian  Continuers  2 hr 30 min + 10 min reading  
1:30 pm  Polish  Continuers  2 hr 30 min + 10 min reading  
1:30 pm  Punjabi  Continuers  2 hr 30 min + 10 min reading  
1:30 pm  Serbian  Continuers  2 hr 30 min + 10 min reading  

Wk 1  
Friday 18 October  

1:30pm  Korean Beginners  2 hr 30 min + 10 min reading  

          
Wk 2  
Tuesday 22 October  

1:30pm  French Beginners  2 hr 30 min + 10 min reading  
1:30pm  Italian  Beginners  2 hr 30 min + 10 min reading  

          
 Wk 3  
 Tuesday 29 October  

1:30pm  Japanese Beginners 2 hr 30 min + 10 min reading 
1:30pm  Spanish Beginners 2 hr 30 min + 10 min reading 

Wk 3  
Thursday 31 October   

1:30pm  German Beginners  2 hr 30 min + 10 min reading  

Wk 3 
Friday 1 November 

1:30pm Indonesian Beginners 2 hr 30 min + 10 min reading 

          
Wk 4 
Thursday 7 November  

1:30pm  Chinese  Continuers  130min  
1:30pm  Chinese  Background  130min  
1:30pm  French  Continuers  130min  
1:30pm  Indonesian   Continuers  130min  
1:30pm  Spanish   Continuers  130min  
2:30pm Arabic Continuers 2hrs + 15 min reading 

          
 Wk 5  
Tuesday 12 November  

1:30pm  German  Continuers  130min  
1:30pm  Italian  Continuers  130min  
1:30pm  Japanese  Continuers  130min  
1:30pm  Vietnamese  Continuers  130min  
1:30pm  Vietnamese  Background  130min  

   Subjects in blue text denote an electronic examination.  


