
 
 

TERM 1, 2025 
 

 

From the Principal 

A warm welcome to those families who are new to 
our school and also to those who are returning this 
year. We are delighted to see so many families re-
enrolling and appreciating the continuity of learning 
that learning a language involves – it takes time, and 
this means having both commitment and 
perseverance. 
 
To that end, we introduced a new award at our 
Celebration of Achievement event towards the end of 
last year, to acknowledge the long-term commitment 
of some of our students. In some cases, students have 
studied with us for the full duration of their primary 
or secondary education! 
 
In this issue, we also acknowledge the senior 
secondary students who completed language studies 
through the SACE or IB. They not only had the 
personal satisfaction of rewarding language learning 
but they also produced outstanding results! 
 
In addition to new students, we also welcome several 
new staff and welcome back some others.  
 
New staff: 
Adjana Krivdic, Bosnian 
Alessandra Miles, Italian 
Naru Khatiwada, Nepali 
 
Returning staff: 
Jonny Daughtry, Indonesian 
Alicia Alfaro, Spanish 

   
We also welcome (back) Matthew Brown who is 
taking on a B1 Leader role this year, focussing on 
Effective Learning (Primary). We also welcome into a 
new role, Kim Bennett, Effective Learning (Secondary) 
for this year. We look forward to their work in 
supporting our teachers to focus on effective 
language learning strategies, dispositions and higher 
order thinking.  
 
Our focus on ‘Effective Learners’ is the result of 
discussions with staff during 2024, in which we 

decided to focus on metacognition and meaning-
making strategies as our commitment to the 
Department’s Public Education Strategy. This focus 
connects well with our continued efforts to develop an 
intercultural orientation in languages teaching and 
learning. This year we will focus on assessing and 
judging evidence of such learning. We will consider 
how to adjust our assessing and reporting guidelines 
and formats as we learn more about the nature of 
intercultural language learning.  
 
We have a number of activities and events planned for 
students and parents this year, building on our events 
last year and our conversations with families who are 
seeking greater engagement.  
 
There have also been some changes to our Governing 
Council, and we will be seeking 3 parent 
representatives and one student representative this 
year, who are keen to get involved in steering the 
school and improving the experience of the school. 
 
So, we have a big year ahead, and we look forward to 
partnering with parents and working with students to 
make the experience with us a memorable and 
rewarding one. 
 
Michelle Kohler 
 

Year 12 SACE & IB Results 

SACE: 218 students completed a SACE Stage 2 
language; with 99% achieving a pass (C- or above), and 
92% achieving an A or B. 

7 students received an A+ with Merit: 

 

Isabelle Rose Bailes  German Beginners 
Ceridwen Kellerman Williams German Continuers 
Elizabeth Mucciante  Italian Continuers 
Inara Fern Vos Eacott  Korean Continuers 
Rithisa Dahal   Nepali Continuers 
Aleksandra Zielinski  Polish Continuers 
Mai An Nguyen   Vietnamese Background 
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From left to right: Anaya Mehta, Matilda Blashta, Ivana 
Felquer, and Roman Newall. 
International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma: 28 year 12 
students studied an IB Diploma level language course. 
Nine students achieved a perfect score of 7 and 
another nine achieved a near perfect score of 6. 

 
Governing Council 2025 AGM 

HOLD THE DATE!! 
Tuesday 25 March 
6.00 - 7.30pm AGM 

Education Development Centre, Milner Rd, 
Hindmarsh 

Further details to come 

Interested in shaping the direction of the 
School of Languages – why not join our 

Governing Council? 

 

We have three positions for parent representatives 
and 1 for a student representative on Council.  
 

Parents are appointed for 2 years and students are 
appointed for 1 year. 
 

For further information or to nominate, contact: 
Michelle.Kohler291@schools.sa.edu.au  
 

Nominations due Wednesday 19 March 
 

Student Council 2025 

Calling all students! 

Are you interested in being a voice for students at SoL? 

We are seeking students from a range of year levels to 
join the Student Council. The group will work closely 
with Danielle Popovic our Coordinator, Curriculum and 
Student Engagement, to provide advice and organise 
events for SoL students. Meetings are held online. 

If you are interested in joining or want to know more, 
contact: Danielle.Popovic904@schools.sa.edu.au 
 

Enrichment Programs 2025 
 

In 2025, we will continue to provide a range of 
additional language learning opportunities for young 
people, as follows: 
 

Let’s Talk! 
This holiday program is for Years 10 - 12 students and 
focuses on building their confidence in speaking the 
language they are learning. 
Details for the upcoming events in April are: 

• Tuesday 15 April 
School of Languages (West Croydon) 

• Wednesday 16 April 
School of Languages (West Croydon) 

Languages offered include: Chinese, French, German, 
Indonesian, Italian, Japanese and Spanish. 

Languages Alive! 

This holiday program is for primary aged children and 
focuses on developing their awareness of diverse 
languages and cultures through interactive learning 
experiences. 
Details for the upcoming events in April are: 

• Tuesday 15 April 
School of Languages (West Croydon) 

• Wednesday 16 April 
School of Languages (West Croydon) 

• Thursday 17 April 
TBA 

• Friday 18 April 
TBA 

• Tuesday 23 April 
TBA 

Matilda Ella Blaschta (7) German Language B HL 
Simon Aylward (7) German Language B SL 
Gen Okada (7) Japanese Language B HL 
Takeru Pride (7) Japanese Language B SL 
Apurva Ichalkaranie (7) Japanese IB Ab Initio 
Chamuditha Amaratunga (7) Spanish IB Ab Initio 
Pranav Aromel (7) Spanish IB Ab Initio 
Aasya Owais (7) Spanish IB Ab Initio 
Roman Newall (7) Spanish IB Ab Initio 
Ivana Felquer (7) Spanish IB Ab Initio 
William Han (6) Japanese Language B SL 
Vincent Philip (6) Japanese Language B SL 
Mrunal Karche (6) Japanese Language B SL 
Eugene Forster (6) Korean Language B SL 
Olivia Landon (6) Spanish IB Ab Initio 
Lily Li (6) Spanish IB Ab Initio 
Sasindu Mahepala (6) Spanish IB Ab Initio 
Anaya Mehta (6) Spanish IB Ab Initio 
Angus Wheeler (6) Spanish IB Ab Initio 
  

Congratulations 
to our Year 12 SACE and IB students  

for outstanding results! 

mailto:Michelle.Kohler291@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:Danielle.Popovic904@schools.sa.edu.au
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Further details for both programs can be found at: 
http://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au  
 

We thank the State Government for its continued funding of these 
programs. 
 

Study Tours 

Global Connections Program in 2025. 

For whom? Students in Years 10, 11 and 12 in 2024 
and 2025. 

Which Languages? French, Japanese, Korean, Italian, 
Spanish (other languages TBD). 

When and how much? October 2024 and April 2025, 
between $4000 and $6000 depending on destination 
and duration. 

How can I find our more? Initial information will be 
given to students in Term 1. 

Save the date Friday 22 March for an information 
session at the School of Languages (255 Torrens Rd, 
West Croydon), 6pm-7pm. For more information, 
contact Ben.Anderson511@schools.sa.edu.au. 
 

Teams for students and communicating with 
teachers 

 

At the School of Languages, we use Microsoft Teams 
to support student learning and communication 
between students and their teacher. We primarily use 
this platform in Years 7-12.  
 

In Term 1, we provide extra support for teachers to 
enable students to access Teams. We are working 
with multiple sites and hundreds of students, 
including some who have just enrolled, and this 
means that it may take a little while to get all students 
on the system. So, please bear with us as we aim to 
get students onto Teams as soon as possible. 
 

Teams is not required for R-6 classes and 
parents/carers will receive communication directly 
from teachers via the email address nominated on the 
enrolment form. 
 

All parents/carers can communicate with their child’s 
teacher via email. Teacher email addresses are 
provided on the weekly lesson plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Online Lessons 
Next Wednesday 19 February (Week 4), all lessons 
scheduled for Adelaide High School, will be online via 
TEAMS.  
 

Please look out for further communication about this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au/
mailto:Ben.Anderson511@schools.sa.edu.au
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Community Engagement 
 

Happy New Year…Year of the Wood Snake! (Quý Tỵ) 
 

On Saturday, our Vietnamese teachers, Ms Phuong Ngo and Mr Ly Le along with the Principal, Dr Michelle 
Kohler attended the Tet festival to celebrate the New Lunar Year at the invitation of the Vietnamese 
Community. 
 

According to the lunar calendar, this is the year of the Wood Snake. In Vietnamese culture, the snake 
symbolises the attributes of wisdom, intelligence, mystery and transformation. So, we look forward to a 
year of contemplation, calmness and overcoming obstacles!  
 

Although it was a hot day there was plenty to keep the local community cool, well fed, and entertained with 
various performances, including the lion dance and a moving play acknowledging the journey through 50 
years of the Vietnamese community in South Australia. The new year festival is open to the broader 
community and we can highly recommend a visit in future (Vietnamese Community Hall, 62 Athol st, Athol 
Park). 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

From left: School of Languages students, Thao 
Anh NGUYEN, Jessica PHAM and Benjamin KHUU. 
 

From left: Dr Michelle Kohler (School of Languages 
Principal), Phuong Ngo & Ly Le (Vietnamese Teachers). 

 

It was great to see senior students 
acknowledged for their studies! 
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Our Staff 2025 
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Principal Michelle Kohler 
Deputy Principal, Learning and Program Innovation Pauline Akele  
Assistant Principal, Student, Staff and Community Engagement Barbara Smith  
Leader, Curriculum and Global Connections Ben Anderson 
Leader, Curriculum and Effective Learning - Secondary Kim Bennett 
Leader, Curriculum and Effective Learning - Primary Matthew Brown 
Leader, Curriculum and Student Engagement Danielle Popovic 
Business Manager Shaun Ryan 
Learning and Communication Technologies Manager Ari Bickley 
Project Officer, Enrichment Programs, Marketing and Promotions Kate Loechel 
 

TEACHERS 
Arabic: Thuraya Naji, Marianne Wehbe 
Auslan: Sophia Borick, Carmela Greco 
Bosnian: Adjana Krivdic 
Chinese:  Wendy Deng, Isabel Feng, Kelly Greatrex, Lee Lin, Karen Wang, 

Qiqi Xie, Shohret Yusoph, Yuan Zhu, Menglin Zhao 
Croatian: Anamarija Cosic 
French:  Tess Amini, Bibbiana DePasquale, Marianne Wehbe, Danielle 

Popovic, Teresa Vaccaro 
German: Kim Bennett, Erik Brasse 
Hindi: Tajinder Kaur, Amita Malhotra 
Indonesian: Jonny Daughtry 
Italian: Bibbiana DePasquale, Teresa Vaccaro, Alessandra Miles 
Khmer:  Chimao Kang, Seka Tith  
Korean: Parky Anderson, Seokran Lee, Yong-Mi Muirhead 
Nepali: Jai Bhandari, Mohan Gautam, Lok Poudyel, Naru Khatiwada 
Persian: Marjan Sobhani 
Pitjantjatjara: Mike Haynes 
Polish: Bogusia Topor 
Punjabi: Tajinder Kaur, Harpreet Sandhu, Rajwinder Sandhu 
Serbian: Ana Nedeljkovic- Brankovic 
Spanish:   Ben Anderson, Lorena Pineda-Gonzalez, Flor Rangel, Patricia Rosales, 

Alina Herrador Vuleta, Alicia Alfaro 
 Thai: Rinyaphat (Rin) Bayne 

Vietnamese: Le Ly, Phuong Ngo, Ngoc Anh (Annie) Nguyen 
 

SUPPORT STAFF 
Student and Staff Services: Thorl Chea 
Resource Centre and Data Management: Jenny Ivchenko 
Student and Staff Services/Administration: Teresa Matthews 
Public Relations: Steve Milazzo 
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Communicating with us 
We really value regular and clear communication with our community, please contact us as follows: 

• To discuss your child’s learning and/or wellbeing, please email their teacher directly using the 
email at the top of the weekly lesson plan. 

• If your contact details change (address, phone number etc.), please notify us on 8301 
4800 or dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au 

 
Notifying a Student Absence / Emergency Contact Procedure 

 

Parents/Carers, if your student will be absent or late please notify the school 

 BEFORE 4:30pm  
Phone the front office on 8301 4800 

OR email dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au (SOL Front Office)  

OR email your student’s teacher directly (email on the Lesson Plan) 

OR SMS 0418 149 916 (Text only absence notification) 

 AFTER 4:30pm  
Phone the Admin Support Person at Adelaide High School on 0403 607 566, and they will contact the 

appropriate teacher/teaching centre to notify of the absence 

 
Extended Student Absence 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If your child/children will be absent for more than three lessons (e.g. family holiday, overseas trip) 
parents/carers need to seek permission in writing from the Principal for an Extended Student Absence, prior 

to the absence. Please email requests to dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au 

mailto:dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
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Key dates for Term 1 
 
WEEK 4 

Wed 19 February: ALL CLASSES AT ADELAIDE HIGH SCHOOL WILL BE ONLINE 
 
WEEK 7 

Mon 10 March: Public holiday. No classes 
 

WEEK 8 

End of assessment period 1 
 

WEEK 9 

Tues 25 March: Governing Council AGM  
 

WEEK 11 

Sat 13 April: Last day of term. 
 

TERM 1 SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

Mon 14 April – Sun 27 April: Term 1 reports and Term 2 newsletter distributed. 
 

TERM 2 

Mon 28 April: Classes recommence 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TERM DATES 2025 

Term 1: Tue 28 Jan – Sat 13 April 
Term 2: Mon 28 April – Sat 5 July 
Term 3: Mon 21 July – Sat 27 Sept 

Term 4: Mon 13 Oct – Sat 20 Dec: last day R – 10 classes. 
Last day Year 11s: Date to be advised 

Last day Year 12s: week prior to final exam. Dates to be advised once SACE and IB exam schedules are finalised. 
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