
 
 

TERM 2, 2025 
 

 

From the Principal 

While most of our students were enjoying school 
holidays here, a group of 37 students from the School 
of Languages, Renmark High and Aberfoyle Park High 
School, accompanied by 4 teachers of Spanish, spent 
their holidays studying Spanish language and culture 
in Spain! It was an amazing experience for them – Find 
out more in the ‘Global Connections’ section. 
 
During the holidays, we also held our annual 
enrichment programs, Languages Alive! and Let’s 
Talk. It was great to see that many sessions were sold 
out enabling us to add further classes in some 
languages for Let’s Talk, our program focussing on 
developing speaking skills. 
 
Following our Annual General Meeting, I am pleased 
to announce our 2025 Governing Council, as follows:  

• Peter Orinuela/Alison Curry (parent reps for 
Spanish) 

• Marinella Marmo (parent rep for Italian) 
• Yox Ortis (parent rep for Spanish) 
• Bogusia Topor (parent rep for Polish) 
• Ben Anderson (staff rep) 
• Petra Elliot (student rep)   

I also wish to thank for their contribution to the 
school, our outgoing Council members and in 
particular our Chairperson, Mr Henrik Wallgren, who 
has been a wonderful advocate for languages, and a 
great supporter of our school. I look forward to 
working with the new Council to advance the strategic 
directions of the school. 
 
As we look ahead, I want to advise that our school is 
scheduled for the implementation of the 
Department’s Education Management System in 
Term 4. The EMS is being rolled out across 
government schools and it will mean some changes to 
the way we manage data, finances and our 
communication with parents. There will be formal 
training for key staff prior to the activation of the 
system, and we welcome the opportunity for new 
learnings and ways to more effectively communicate 
with parents. Stay tuned for more information! 

 

Staff News 
During Term 1 we welcomed new teaching staff to our 
team: 

• French: Laurence Poquet-Autret 
• Italian: Simona Baghiu 

 

In Term 2 we are pleased to be supporting two Pre-
services Teachers from Adelaide University for their 
Professional Experience placement: 

• German: Jack Manning 
• Chinese & Japanese: Yao (Charlotte) Cheng   

 

This term we also welcome classroom volunteers: 
Catalina Cerda Fernandez, Maria Pineda Gonzalez, 
Carolina Lara Rivera. We are thankful for the 
contribution they bring to our Spanish classrooms. 
 
If you would like to get more involved in our school, 
you may want to consider becoming a volunteer. 
Information is available on our website Volunteering 
| School of Languages 
 

Student Engagement 
We are delighted that several students have 
expressed interest in joining our Student Council, 
which will meet on Monday afternoons before classes 
at Adelaide High School.  
 
We will be aiming to organise events and activities 
over the year that will promote student voice and 
student engagement at SoL.  
 
The opportunity is still available for students who do 
not attend class on a Monday to join us online.  
 
If you are interested or want to know more, contact 
Ms Danielle Popovic, Coordinator: Curriculum and 
Student Engagement: 
Danielle.Popovic904@schools.sa.edu.au  
 

Parent-Teacher Discussions 
Parent-Teacher discussions will be held in Term 2, 
across Weeks 4 and 5 (19-30 May). These discussions 
provide a valuable opportunity for a conversation 
between parents/carers, students and teachers to 
discuss student progress and to explore ways of 
supporting students to achieve their full potential in 
their language studies. 

https://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au/volunteering/
https://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au/volunteering/
mailto:Danielle.Popovic904@schools.sa.edu.au
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You will receive an SMS in week 2, with an attached 
letter outlining the Parent-Teacher discussion process 
for this year. We look forward to connecting with 
many of you through this process. 
 

Mid-Year Examinations 2025 
During Term 1, we conducted a review with teachers 
of senior students to evaluate the mid-year 
examination experience. The overwhelming response 
from staff was that some changes would improve the 
experience, including: 

- For Stage 1 SACE Beginners and Continuers 
students: no mid-year exam (end-of year 
exam only, to develop familiarity and skills) 

- For Stage 2 SACE Beginners and Continuers 
students: move to a ‘trial’ exam, scheduled by 
the teacher between Weeks 1-5 of Term 3.  

SACE teachers will discuss the specific arrangements 
with their students.  
 
As IB courses have slightly differing requirements to 
SACE, we are seeking further clarification from 
teachers around the most beneficial timing for trial 
exams and teachers will advise IB students of the 
outcomes in the very near future. 
 
We believe that these changes will improve the value 
and effectiveness of these assessment experiences 
for students, and be more meaningful for teachers in 
supporting students’ learning.  
 
If you have any questions or would like more 
information, contact Ms Pauline Akele, Deputy 
Principal, Learning and Program Innovation: 
Pauline.akele292@schools.sa.edu.au  
 

Online Classes 
Please note that all classes scheduled at Adelaide 
High School on Wednesday 14 May, will now be 
held online via TEAMS.  
 

Enrichment Programs 2025 
In 2025, we continue to provide a range of additional 
language learning opportunities for young people, as 
follows: 
 

Let’s Talk! 
This holiday program is for Years 10 - 12 students and 
focuses on building their confidence in speaking the 
language they are learning. 
 

Details for the upcoming events in July are: 
• Tuesday 8 July 

School of Languages (West Croydon) 
• Wednesday 9 July 

School of Languages (West Croydon) 

Languages offered: Chinese, French, German, 
Indonesian, Italian, Japanese & Spanish. 
 

Languages Alive! 

This holiday program is for primary aged children and 
focuses on developing their awareness of diverse 
languages and cultures through interactive learning 
experiences. 
 

Details for the upcoming events in July are: 
• Tuesday 8 July 

School of Languages (West Croydon) 
• Wednesday 9 July 

School of Languages (West Croydon) 
• Thursday 10 July 

Pilgrim School (Aberfoyle Park) 
• Friday 11 July 

Reynella East College  
• Monday 14 July 

Mitcham Primary School TBC 
• Tuesday 15 July 

Port Lincoln Primary School  
• Wednesday 16 July 

Lower Eyre Peninsula TBC 
 
 

Further details for both programs can be found at: 
http://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au  
 

We thank the State Government for its continued funding of these 
programs. 
 

Global Connections 
Following on from the amazing experiences of our 
Spanish study tour group, the School of Languages is 
planning our fifth Korean Study Tour for 
September/October of this year. Over 12 days, our 
students will visit our sister schools in Gimhae and 
Miryang, staying on campus at our sister school and 
engaging in some homestay activities. Following our 
sister school visits, students will experience the 
culture and history of Busan and Seoul. 
 

Four of our students of Japanese will travel to Japan 
with Para Hills High School in December where they 
will visit their sister school in Kashima and visit Tokyo, 
Kyoto and Osaka.  
 

In 2026, we are planning tours to France and Italy 
during the April Holidays. French students will study 
in Rouen and enjoy weekend tours to Paris and an 
ANZAC day excursion to Villers-Bretonneux. Students 
of Italian will study in Verona, participating in 
weekend excursions to Rome and Venice.  
 
For more information, contact Ben Anderson, 
Coordinator: Curriculum and Global Connections, 
ben.anderson511@schools.sa.edu.au  
 

mailto:Pauline.akele292@schools.sa.edu.au
http://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au/
mailto:ben.anderson511@schools.sa.edu.au
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Global Learning Parnerships 

Monorath (Mohan) Gautam, teacher of Nepali at the School of Languages, visited Janasewa School in Panga, Kirtipur, 
Nepal, in December 2024. This visit was part of our Global Learning Partnership program. The aim of establishing a 
partnership between Janasewa School and the School of Languages is to collaborate in promoting Nepali language and 
culture. During the visit, Mr Gautam and his family received a warm welcome from the school community at an assembly 
that featured music and traditional attire. 
 

 
 

 
 
Mr Gautam, presented a KO-SE-LI (a special token 
representative of Nepali culture) along with a historic 
First Nations Peoples' artwork and its description. The 
artwork was handed to Mr Madhab Lal Maharjan, the 
chairperson, and Dev Raj Maharjan, the Principal of 
Janasewa School in Panga. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mr Gautam engaged with Year 11 and Year 12 students, as well as the staff at Janasewa School, discussing the importance 
of learning Nepali language within the diaspora, particularly in Australia. He also addressed the collaboration between 
the School of Languages and Janasewa School, aiming to build and strengthen relationships to promote Nepali language 
and culture. During his three-day visit, Mr Gautam conducted interactive classroom observations in R-10 classes and 
shared his experiences of the teaching and learning environment of Nepali language in the diaspora. He emphasised the 
importance of establishing and strengthening global connections to promote both Nepali language and culture. 
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Language & Culture Immersion Experiences 
 

2025 SPAIN IMMERSION EXPERIENCE 

Our students had a 
great in-country 

experience, learning 
Spanish language and 

culture. 
 

During the morning 
they attended Spanish 
language classes, and 
during the afternoon, 

they learnt various new 
skills including how to 
cook paella, dance the 

salsa and flamenco. 
 

The tour was enriched 
by tours to various cities 

and historic places in 
Salamanca, Segovia, 
Avila, Granada and 

Ronda. 
 

A huge thank you to Mr Ben Anderson and Ms Flor Rangel for preparing the tour and giving up their time to 
accompany students – Gracias! 
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From the Classroom 
 

R-6 Hindi students celebrate Holi festival 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Holi is a vibrant and joyful festival celebrated in India and by Indian communities worldwide. It marks the arrival of Spring 
and symbolizes the victory of good over evil. The festival is known for playing with colours, singing, dancing and spreading 
happiness. People throw gulaal (coloured powder) and splash coloured water on each other. Special treats like gujiya, 
malpua, and thandai are enjoyed. 
 
 
 

Polish Consul General visits School of Languages 

 
It was our pleasure in March to welcome Mr Piotr Rakowski, the Polish Consul General, to our school to visit Year 7-12 
Polish students. He was impressed by the amount of work going into providing quality teaching and learning, and pledged 
his support in helping to promote the ongoing learning of Polish in the community. Students introduced themselves to 
him in Polish and he participated in an interactive lesson with students. Parents joined their children afterwards for 
afternoon tea and all enjoyed conversing with Mr Rakowski. We look forward to welcoming him in the future and he looks 
forward to visiting again. Thank you to Ms Bogusia Topor for making his visit possible and giving her students such a 
wonderful opportunity to showcase their learning. 
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Our Staff 2025 
 

Leadership Team 
Principal Michelle Kohler 
Deputy Principal: Learning and Program Innovation    Pauline Akele 
Assistant Principal: Students, Staff and Community Engagement Barbara Smith  
Leader: Curriculum and Global Connections Ben Anderson 
Leader: Curriculum and Effective Learning - Secondary Kim Bennett 
Leader: Curriculum and Effective Learning - Primary Matthew Brown 
Leader: Curriculum and Student Engagement Danielle Popovic 
Business Manager Shaun Ryan 
Learning and Communication Technologies Manager Ari Bickley 
Project Officer: Enrichment Programs, Marketing and Promotions Kate Loechel 
 

Support Staff 
Student and Staff Services: Thorl Chea 
Resource Centre and Data Management: Jenny Ivchenko 
Student and Staff Services/Administration: Teresa Matthews 
Public Relations: Steve Milazzo 
 

Teaching Staff 
Arabic:   Thuraya Naji, Marianne Wehbe 
Auslan:   Sophia Borick, Carmela Greco 
Bosnian: Adjana Krivdic 
Chinese: Erik Brasse, Wendy Deng, Isabel Feng, Kelly Greatrex, Lee Lin, Karen Wang, Qiqi Xie,  
 Shohret Yusoph, Yuan Zhu, Menglin Zhao 
Croatian: Anamarija Cosic 
French: Tess Amini, Bibbiana DePasquale, Danielle Popovic, Laurence Poquet-Autret,  
 Marianne Wehbe 
German:  Kim Bennett, Erik Brasse 
Hindi:   Tajinder Kaur, Amita Malhotra 
Indonesian:  Jonny Daughtry 
Italian:   Simona Baghiu, Bibbiana DePasquale, Alessandra Miles, Teresa Vaccaro 
Japanese:  Reena Aftab, Matthew Brown, Kelly Greatrex, Mayumi Hew, Chizuru Lock,  
   Yong-Mi Muirhead, Ayako Uchikawa 
Khmer:    Chimao Kang, Seka Tith  
Korean:   Parky Anderson, Seokran Lee, Yong-Mi Muirhead 
Nepali:   Jai Bhandari, Mohan Gautam, Lok Poudyel, Naru Khatiwada 
Persian:   Marjan Sobhani 
Pitjantjatjara:  Mike Haynes 
Polish:   Bogusia Topor 
Punjabi:   Tajinder Kaur, Harpreet Sandhu, Rajwinder Sandhu 
Serbian:   Ana Nedeljkovic-Brankovic 
Spanish:   Ben Anderson, Alina Herrador Vuleta, Lorena Pineda-Gonzalez, Flor Rangel, Patricia Rosales 

 Thai:   Rinyaphat (Rin) Bayne 
Vietnamese:  Le Ly, Phuong Ngo, Ngoc Anh (Annie) Nguyen 

 

Volunteers 
Spanish:  Catalina Cerda Fernandez, Maria Pineda Gonzalez, Carolina Lara Rivera 
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Communicating with School of Languages 
We really value regular and clear communication with our community, please contact us as follows: 

• To discuss your child’s learning and/or wellbeing, please email their teacher directly using the email at 
the top of the weekly lesson plan. 

• If your contact details change (address, phone number etc.), please notify us on 8301 4800 
or dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au 

 
Notifying a Student Absence / Emergency Contact Procedure 

 

Parents/Carers, if your student will be absent or late please notify the school 

 BEFORE 4:30pm  
Phone the front office on 8301 4800 

OR email dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au (SOL Front Office)  

OR email your student’s teacher directly (email on the Lesson Plan) 

OR SMS 0418 149 916 (Text only absence notification) 

 AFTER 4:30pm  
Phone School Support Staff on 0403 607 566, and they will contact the appropriate teacher/teaching centre to 

notify of the absence 

 
Extended Student Absence 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

If your child/children will be absent for more than three lessons (e.g. family holiday, overseas trip) 
parents/carers need to seek permission in writing from the Principal for an Extended Student Absence, prior 

to the absence. Please email requests to dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au 

mailto:dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
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Key dates for Term 2 

 

WEEK 1 
Friday 2 May – Global Connections (Study Tours) Information Night 6:00-7:00pm @ SoL (Croydon) 
WEEK 2 
Friday 9 May – Close of Term 2 R-6 enrolments 
 
WEEK 3 
Wednesday 14 May – Adelaide High School classes ONLINE via TEAMS 
WEEK 4 
Parent/Teacher Discussions via Teams/Phone calls 
Tuesday 20 May: Governing Council Meeting (TBC) 
WEEK 5 
Parent/Teacher Discussions via Teams/Phone calls 
Friday 30 May: Whole Staff Professional Learning Day 
WEEK 6 
 
WEEK 7 
Monday 9 June – King’s Birthday (NO CLASSES) 
 

Last week of Semester 1 for Stage 1 students 
 
WEEK 8 
Start of Semester 2 
 
TERM 2 SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

Mon 7 July – Sun 20 July: Term 2 reports distributed. 
 
TERM 3 

Mon 21 July: Classes recommence 
 

 

 
TERM DATES 2025 

Term 1: Tue 28 Jan – Sat 13 April 
Term 2: Mon 28 April – Sat 5 July 
Term 3: Mon 21 July – Sat 27 Sept 

Term 4: Mon 13 Oct – Sat 20 Dec: last day R – 10 classes. 
Last day Year 11s: Date to be advised 

Last day Year 12s: week prior to final exam. Dates to be advised once SACE and IB exam schedules are finalised. 
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