
 
 

TERM 3, 2025 
 

 

From the Principal 

It’s been another busy and productive term for our 
school. Our newsletter highlights just some of the 
wonderful experiences and achievements over the 
past term.  
  
We continue our work on evidencing language 
learning in its richest sense. It’s wonderful to see and 
hear the difference this work is making to the way 
teachers understand, discuss and work in practice and 
how it reveals what is really going on when students 
develop as multilinguals.  
  
We are continuing our strategy of building 
connections with other schools, some of which are 
teaching centres already, to strengthen our offerings 
and arrangements, as well as some schools keen to 
become a teaching centre with us. These schools are 
realising the benefits of languages learning and the 
value placed on this by their communities. From the 
start of Term 2, we have partnered with Pembroke 
College (Hindi) and St Andrews School (French) to 
offer new programs. These are in a trial phase and, all 
going well, will open next year to students from 
surrounding schools.  
  
This year we piloted an earlier start and finish for 
classes held at Adelaide High School. Following two 
terms of this arrangement, we surveyed parents and 
staff, with an overwhelming positive response (over 
97% support). Responses were very clear about the 
benefits for students’ learning and wellbeing, and the 
positive impact overall on family life. Given the 
positive impact on this initiative, we are now 
considering an adjustment to bring all secondary 
classes into line with the shorter lesson length. We 
will confirm the class times for all in our Term 4 
newsletter and further communication with parents.  
  
Michelle Kohler  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Staff and Community News  
This term we are pleased to welcome several new 
staff members to our team, as follows: 
 

German: 
Ina Richter: Ina joined us mid-term 2 as additional 
support for our Beginners German class. 
 

Nicole Volk-Donaldson: Nicole will be teaching the 
Year 9 – 11 Continuers German class 
 

Xenia Stevens: German Language Assistant 
We are very fortunate to have a German Language 
Assistant with us this semester. Xenia will be working 
with all our German classes. 
 

Indonesian: 
Kate Knowles will be working with our secondary 
Indonesian class to provide additional in-class support 
this term. 
 

Italian: 
Anna Chapman joins us to take the R-2 Italian class at 
McAuley for the remainder of the year. 
 

Spanish: 
Carolina Rivera will replace Alina Herrador-Vuleta for 
the remainder of this year, covering Alina on maternity 
leave. 
 

2025 IB May Exams Results 
We are proud to recognise the outstanding 
achievements of our International Baccalaureate 
students in their Language B courses!  
   

Korean Language B SL 
Under the dedicated guidance of Ms. Parky Anderson, 
two students have excelled: 
 

Dana Kim achieved a 7, demonstrating exceptional 
proficiency and commitment. 
 

Belle Shin earned a strong 6, reflecting her hard work 
and linguistic growth. 
 

Hindi Language B HL 
Taught by the passionate and inspiring Ms. Amita 
Malhotra, we celebrate: 
 

Mishra Kushagra from GIHS, who attained a very high 
6 in Hindi Language B HL, showcasing deep 
understanding and cultural insight. 
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SACE News 
German Students Scoop the Pool! 

At the recent South Australian German Teachers’ 
Conference, our students were recognised as the 
State’s highest achievers in their individual curricula. 
Warmest congratulations to Isabelle Bailes (SACE 
Beginners German), Ceridwen Kellermann-Williams 
(SACE Continuers German - background speaker), 
Simon Aylward (IB German Standard Level) and 
Matilda Blaschta (IB German Higher Level). We are so 
proud of the commitment and resilience shown by 
our students – they are open-minded, responsive to 
feedback, curious and have a genuine love of learning 
that shows in all they put their minds to – it was a 
privilege to be part of their educational journey!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Student Engagement 
This term we have been working hard to increase 
student voice and engagement. Several students have 
volunteered to become members of our Student 
Engagement Group and they worked together to 
plan, advertise and carry out our first event – a pizza 
party at Adelaide High School on Monday of week 9. 
The event was very successful and it was great to see 
students from different language classes conversing 
and getting to know each other.  We will be looking 
for ideas from students for other engagement 
activities for semester 2.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Several of our language classes have also been 
involved in excursions to some of our international 
film festivals (Serbian, German and Spanish) and our 
Thai class had an enjoyable Saturday at a community 
event celebrating Thai New Year. The senior Spanish 
students participated in the annual senior conference 
where they meet other students of Spanish from 
around the state and enjoyed using their Spanish 
language skills. Some of the students who met on the 
Spanish study tour in Term 1, were thrilled to be 
reunited. 
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Effective Learning 
Primary 

Supporting Our Primary Language Learners 
through Best Practice & Shared Expertise  

As part of our commitment to the Department for 
Education’s Public Education Strategy, staff who 
teach primary classes recently participated in 
professional development focused on building 
effective routines and practices to support primary 
language learners.  

 
Drawing on the Berry Street Education Model and 
Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) frameworks, the 
session explored how consistent, predictable 
routines—such as greetings, visual schedules, and 
classroom rituals—can create a safe, engaging 
environment where all students can thrive. These 
strategies are particularly effective in language 
classrooms, where rhythm and repetition support 
both language learning and emotional regulation.  
  
Teachers shared examples of how they are using 
calming activities, student-led routines (such as 
Toban in Japanese), and visual prompts to help 
students feel secure and confident. We also examined 
how these routines can be adapted to support 
neurodiverse learners, including students on the 
autism spectrum, by making learning more accessible 
and structured.  
  
The session reinforced those routines are beneficial 
for supporting positive behaviour—and are also 
essential for supporting learning, wellbeing, and a 
sense of belonging. We look forward to building on 
these ideas in future sessions, continuing to share 
best practice and develop our expertise for the 
benefit of every primary student in our language 
programs.  

Effective Learning 
Secondary 

Flipped Learning 
Our year-long action project around the pedagogical 
approach ‘Flipped Learning’ saw dedicated efforts 
from Adelaide University pre-service German teacher 
Jack Manning, Khmer teacher Seka Tith, and Korean 
teacher Parky Anderson and we applaud and thank 
them for their efforts! These teachers shared their 
Flipped Learning classroom experiences as part of 
professional development for differentiation. 
Employing specific pedagogies allows us as teachers 
to provide a more personalised learning experience 
for every student in our care, based on their 
developmental level and course type. The creation of 
independent learning sequences enables a greater 
degree of self-paced learning and provides an 
enduring resource for students to return to, as 
needed. In addition, students develop their 
metacognition and self-regulation, in line with the 
Effective Learner quadrant of the Department for 
Education’s Public Education Strategy. We look 
forward to our ongoing work in this sphere.  
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Enrichment Programs 2025 
In 2025, we continue to provide a range of additional 
language learning opportunities for young people, as 
follows: 
 

Language Revision & Exam Preparation 
This holiday program is for Years 10 - 12 students and 
focuses on exam revision and preparation. 
 

Details for the upcoming events in November are: 
• Thursday 2 October 

School of Languages (West Croydon) 

Languages offered: Chinese, French, German, 
Indonesian, Italian, Japanese & Spanish. 
 

Languages Alive! 

This holiday program is for primary aged children and 
focuses on developing their awareness of diverse 
languages and cultures through interactive learning 
experiences. 
 

Details for upcoming events in Sept/Oct are: 
• Tuesday 30 September 

School of Languages (West Croydon) 
• Wednesday 1 October 

School of Languages (West Croydon) 
• Friday 3 October 

Bridgewater Primary School 
• Tuesday 4 October 

TBC 
• Wednesday 5 October 

TBC 
 

Further details for both programs can be found at: 
http://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au  
 

We thank the State Government for its continued funding of these 
programs. 
 

 
 
 
 

Global Connections 
If any School of Languages’ students or parents have 
connections with teachers or schools overseas who 
might be interested in creating a Global Learning 
Partnership with us, please contact Ben Anderson at 
Ben.Anderson511@schools.sa.edu.au.   
 

Global Learning Partnerships 
Korean: Our Korean language students have been 
enjoying meaningful connections with three 
sister schools in Korea: Miryang Girls' High 
School, Jeil High School, and Gimhae Foreign 
Language High School.  
 
Students have been exchanging stories, cultural 
insights, and language learning tips. A recent 
highlight was a Canva presentation we created 
on useful expressions, where Korean students 
shared idioms that could help Australian 
classmates understand Korean more naturally. 
The cross-cultural collaboration was a fantastic 
learning experience for all involved.  
 

Language & Culture Immersion Experiences 
Our Korean students recently held online 
sessions with our sister schools, Miryang Girls’ 
High School and Jeil High School. Two former SoL 
Korean students—now studying at universities in 
Brisbane and Adelaide—joined us for a special 
Friday session. Students agreed the best part was 
the casual “free talking” time in breakout rooms. 
We truly value these friendships, and this was 
great preparation for our upcoming visit to South 
Korea in October.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au/
mailto:Ben.Anderson511@schools.sa.edu.au
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From the Classroom 
 

NEPALI 
In Term 2, the Nepali Faculty – Classes of 2025 – have been learning about the diverse cultural groups within 
Nepali-speaking communities. Students explored various regions of Nepal and the people living there. As part 
of their learning, they created postcards and written pieces sharing information about themselves, their city, 
and life in Australia. These postcards, addressed to Janasewa Secondary School, convey warm wishes for good 
health and wellbeing. 
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Our Staff 2025 
 

Leadership Team 
Principal Michelle Kohler 
Deputy Principal: Learning and Program Innovation    Pauline Akele 
Assistant Principal: Students, Staff and Community Engagement Barbara Smith  
Leader: Curriculum and Global Connections Ben Anderson 
Leader: Curriculum and Effective Learning - Secondary Kim Bennett 
Leader: Curriculum and Effective Learning - Primary Matthew Brown 
Leader: Curriculum and Student Engagement Danielle Popovic 
Leader: Partnerships and Enrichment Programs Kate Loechel 
Business Manager Shaun Ryan 
Learning and Communication Technologies Manager Ari Bickley 
 

Support Staff 
Student and Staff Services: Thorl Chea 
Resource Centre and Data Management: Jenny Ivchenko 
Student and Staff Services/Administration: Teresa Matthews 
Public Relations: Steve Milazzo 
 

Teaching Staff 
Arabic:   Thuraya Naji, Marianne Wehbe 
Auslan:   Sophia Borick, Carmela Greco 
Bosnian: Adjana Krivdic 
Chinese: Erik Brasse, Wendy Deng, Isabel Feng, Kelly Greatrex, Lee Lin, Karen Wang, Qiqi Xie,  
 Shohret Yusoph, Yuan Zhu, Menglin Zhao 
Croatian: Anamarija Cosic 
French: Tess Amini, Bibbiana DePasquale, Danielle Popovic, Laurence Poquet-Autret,  
 Marianne Wehbe 
German:  Kim Bennett, Erik Brasse, Nicole Volk-Donaldson 
Hindi:   Tajinder Kaur, Amita Malhotra 
Indonesian:  Jonny Daughtry 
Italian: Simona Baghiu, Anamarija Cosic, Bibbiana DePasquale, Alessandra Miles, Teresa Vaccaro, Anna 

Chapman 
Japanese:  Reena Aftab, Matthew Brown, Kelly Greatrex, Mayumi Hew, Chizuru Lock,  
   Yong-Mi Muirhead, Ayako Uchikawa 
Khmer:    Chimao Kang, Seka Tith  
Korean:   Parky Anderson, Seokran Lee, Yong-Mi Muirhead 
Nepali:   Jai Bhandari, Mohan Gautam, Lok Poudyel, Naru Khatiwada 
Persian:   Marjan Sobhani 
Pitjantjatjara:  Mike Haynes 
Polish:   Bogusia Topor 
Punjabi:   Tajinder Kaur, Harpreet Sandhu, Rajwinder Sandhu 
Serbian:   Ana Nedeljkovic-Brankovic 
Spanish:  Ben Anderson, Parky Anderson, Lorena Pineda-Gonzalez, Flor Rangel, Patricia Rosales, Carolina 

Rivera 
 Thai:   Rinyaphat (Rin) Bayne 

Vietnamese:  Le Ly, Phuong Ngo, Ngoc Anh (Annie) Nguyen 
 

Volunteers/Languages Support/Assistants 
German:  Xenia Stevens 
Indonesian:  Kate Knowles 
Spanish:  Catalina Cerda Fernandez, Maria Pineda Gonzalez 
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Communicating with us 

We really value regular and clear communication with our community, please contact us as follows: 

• To discuss your child’s learning and/or wellbeing, please email their teacher directly using the email on 
the lesson plan. 

• If your contact details change (address, phone number etc.), please advise us on 8301 4800 
or dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au 

 
Notifying a Student Absence / Emergency Contact Procedure 

 

Parents/Carers, if your child will be absent or late, please contact us: 

BEFORE 4:30pm 
Phone 8301 4800 

OR email dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au (SOL Front Office)  

OR email your child’s teacher directly (email on Lesson Plan) 

OR SMS 0418 149 916 (Text only absence notification) 

 AFTER 4:30pm  
Phone 0403 607 566, and we will advise the teacher 

 
Extended Student Absence 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If your child/children will be absent for more than three lessons, please contact us with student name, class 
and dates, at: dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au 

mailto:dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
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Key dates for Term 3 
 

WEEK 1 
Monday 21 July – All classes begin for Term 3 
WEEK 2 
Friday 1 August – Close of Term 3 R-6 enrolments 
WEEK 3 
 
WEEK 4 
Wednesday 13 August – Governing Council 
 
WEEK 5 
Friday 22 August – School of Languages Focus Day (Whole Staff Professional Development) 
WEEK 6 
 
WEEK 7 
Friday 5 September – School Closure Day 
WEEK 8 
 
WEEK 9 
Tuesday 16 September – Governing Council 
WEEK 10 
 
TERM 3 SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

Mon 29 September – Sun 12 October: Term 3 reports distributed. 
 
TERM 4 

Mon 13 October: Classes recommence 
 

 

 
TERM DATES 2025 

Term 1: Tue 28 Jan – Sat 13 April 
Term 2: Mon 28 April – Sat 5 July 
Term 3: Mon 21 July – Sat 27 Sept 

Term 4: Mon 13 Oct – Sat 20 Dec: last day R – 10 classes. 
Last day Year 11s: Date to be advised 

Last day Year 12s: week prior to final exam. Dates to be advised once SACE and IB exam schedules are finalised. 
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