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From the Principal

Our newsletter this term showcases some wonderful
experiences and initiatives at the School of
Languages. It's particularly pleasing to see our
students involved in opportunities that broaden their
horizons and give them a chance to express the views
as young, multilinguals. It’s a good reminder that the
world is made and experienced in more than just
English!

Our Governing Council Chairperson, Professor
Marinella Marmo, former chairperson Associate
Professor Angela Scarino and myself recently had the
pleasure to meet with the South Australian Premier,
the Hon. Peter Malinauskas (who is also our local MP)
and the Minister for Education, Blair Boyer MP. The
meeting focused on the need for a state languages
education policy, our desire to review and update the
school’s Charter, and our 40" Anniversary
celebrations in 2026. The meeting was extremely
cordial and constructive, with the Premier keen to
listen and indicating interest in taking these ideas
forward. We hope to have more news to share in
future.

Our Governing Council parents, staff and student
representatives have been exploring the directions of
the school and ways to increase engagement amongst
parents, students and industry organisations. We are
planning a program of events for next year that we
hope will be particularly engaging, given that we will
be celebrating our 40" anniversary! Stay tuned for
more details and ways to get involved...

We have not only begun our re-enrolment process for
senior students but have also begun taking new
enrolments for the 2026 school year. Given the
positive response to the new class times at Adelaide
High teaching centre, we are adopting these times
across all secondary classes and primary classes on
Saturday at Croydon. We are confident that the slight
reduction in time will have many benefits for
students’ concentration and engagement in their
language learning. Please see our website for
timetable details.

Preparations are well underway for our Celebration of
Achievement events in term 4. See the calendar in this
newsletter for dates and more details will be provided
to invited guests closer to the time.

Finally, our senior secondary students are focusing
their attention now on end of year exams (see
schedule in this newsletter) as they prepare for their
final assessments. We have every confidence that
they will perform well and wish them all the best.

Michelle Kohler

Staff Learning and Innovation

The arc from planning, to assessing language
learning with a multilingual and intercultural
orientation.

Our whole school professional learning program
continues to focus on developing students’
intercultural capability through their language
learning. We have partnered with A/Prof. Angela
Scarino from UniSA, to work on designing, teaching
learning and assessing language learning within a
multilingual and intercultural orientation. As we come
to the end of the three-year project, we are closing
the loop and working ‘beyond the task’ to create a
larger holistic picture for the whole year. What does
this mean? Well, teachers have developed learning



maps that show the concepts, learning intentions and
language content to be taught at certain year levels.
This year, we have been developing rich learning
experiences and evidencing this learning not at the
level of one unit but across the year. In our recent
whole staff Focus Day, we tackled the arc of planning,
teaching, learning, and assessing language learning at
the unit level while analysing the relationship
between assessment processes, and experiences
happening in the classroom; giving students the
opportunity to develop agency and metacognition.
The teachers’ highlight was starting to understand the
nature of criteria and to realise that we are the only
school in the state developing criteria for learning a
language with a multilingual and Intercultural
orientation!

Our aim for the future is to design a long-term
program and assessment scheme for improving
language learning. Here are some of our teachers’
reflections on the day:

e [really like the term “arc’ from our Focus Days.
It makes clear that at the unit level, planning,
teaching, learning, and assessment should work
together as a connected cycle.

e | love the concept of the ‘arc’ and its
interconnected cycle. It has empowered me as an
educator to plan with purpose and most of all
flexibility. In addition, it has encouraged me to
view it through different lens and it has shifted
my planning to become more intentional and
adaptive, not just focusing on ‘what’ | teach, but
‘why’, ‘how’ and most of all catering it for ‘whom’
| teach.

e | will design units of work with intercultural
and multilingual orientation, ensuring tasks are
authentic and relevant to students’ real-world
experiences.

e Regarding the design and teaching, I’'m trying
to make the learning more personal and
meaningful to increase engagement.

Here are some of our guests’ (leaders and teachers
from other schools) reflections on the day:
e Need to remember that learning is at the
centre of everything even if it gets lost when we
are busy (especially in the senior years) being
concerned about improving achievement
outcomes. Need to be creative and think beyond
the usual assessment methods
e Great opportunity to start thinking of how we
develop criteria.

Community Engagement

Visit of the Japanese Consul General
On the 27 August, our Year 11 and 12 International
Baccalaureate Japanese class held at Glenunga

International High School, was fortunate to host the
Japan Consul-General, Mr Tokuro Furuya. Consul-
General Furuya gave a speech in Japanese, outlining
his role as Consul-General and his life experiences
that lead him to this role.

Consul-General Furuya emphasised the importance of
learning other languages, not only to be able to
communicate with people from other countries but
also to develop a cultural understanding of other
cultures and how that impacts on our relationships.
He emphasised that developing this intercultural
understanding was crucial to building positive,
effective relationships between nations. He
encouraged our students to continue their language
studies and to have the confidence to speak Japanese
at every opportunity.

Consul-General Furuya is himself multilingual -
speaking Russian, Chinese, English and of course
Japanese. He spoke of his experiences working the
Japanese Embassy in Russia and his current working
relationships with China, Korea and Malaysia.

Our students were able to respond to his speech with
guestions in Japanese and answer the Consul-
General’s questions about their Japanese studies.

Staff Recognition Event — Congratulations!
School of Languages staff members were recently
acknowledged by the Department for Education for
their significant service at the annual Employee
Recognition Event at Adelaide Oval.

From left to right: Ly Le — Vietnamese Teacher (40 Years
Recognition), Chizuru Lock — Japanese Teacher (30 Years
Recognition) & Thorl Chea — SSO (30 Years Recognition)



Global Connections

Indonesian Immersion Day
On Friday, 19 September, four students from the
School of Languages, along with their Indonesian
teacher, Jonny Daughtry, attended West Fest
Indonesia at Le Fevre High School.
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The festival was a vibrant showcase of Indonesian
language and culture, with students experiencing
traditional dance and music, art, delicious food, and
fun cultural games. It was a fantastic opportunity for
students to step beyond the classroom and engage
with the language in an exciting, hands-on way.

Our students especially enjoyed connecting with
other South Australian Indonesian students who also
share an interest in Indonesian language and culture.
We thank Le Fevre High School for hosting this
wonderful event.

Student Visit to Japan
This December, three School of Languages students
will be travelling to Japan with Para Hills High School.
Students will visit a sister school in Kashima, in the
Ibaraki prefecture. Students will spend a week living
in the dormitory with the Japanese sister school
students and attending classes with their buddies
during the day. This will be followed by a homestay
with their buddies over the weekend. In the second
week, students will visit Tokyo, Kyoto, and Osaka,
guided by PHHS Japanese teacher, Mrs Candice
Ferguson. We are very grateful to Mrs Ferguson for

including our SolL students in this wonderful
experience.

In advance of our visit to Kashima, the students from
Kashima visited PHHS for 10 days in September. Our
students were invited to join the PHHS students and
their Kashima buddies on a walking tour of the
Adelaide CBD. After visiting various sites, students
had lunch and free time in Rundle Mall with their
buddies. A great day was had by all, and our students
were very excited to meet their Kashima buddies, get
to know each other and use their Japanese skills to
introduce them to Adelaide.

Korean Language & Culture Immersion
Experience
The 2025 tour to Korea was truly memorable!
Although our journey started with some challenges
due to a typhoon in Hong Kong and a change of flights,
the most important thing was that everyone arrived
safely in Korea.
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During the trip, the group visited our three sister
schools with whom we had been in contact with
throughout the year.

At Jeil High School, the students were in the middle
of exams, so our visit was brief. However, we were
able to meet the English teacher in charge and a small
group of students. We gave them a “culture box”
filled with Australian products and thank you cards.




At GIMFL, we spent time in the dormitory and with
host families. Students shared meals in the cafeteria,
joined various classes including Chinese, Japanese,
Art, Calligraphy, PE, and traditional Korean sports,
and enjoyed an evening concert. The school
community warmly welcomed us and prepared many
fun and meaningful activities — we were truly
grateful for their hospitality.

At Miryang Girls’ High School, we explored Korean
culture and participated in art activities, including
painting the traditional Tiger and Magpie motif,
inspired by the popular K-pop-themed animation K-
Pop Demon Hunters, which blends mythology,
fantasy, and modern music culture.

Before heading to Seoul, we spent a few days in
Busan, visiting Gamcheon Cultural Village — famous
for its colourful houses and history as a refugee village
during and after the Korean War. This visit linked well
with our 2024 Korean curriculum about tradition,
modernisation, and tourism.

In Seoul, we spent six days exploring the city. We
visited HikR Ground, full of K-pop cultural
experiences, Bukchon Traditional Village,
Cheonggyecheon, Insadong, the War Memorial
Museum, Hongdae, Myeongdong, and a short stop at
Namsan Tower. We also visited Nanjido, a landfill
transformed into an eco-park. It was great to see this
in real life, as students had studied the creation of the
eco-park in our unit on environmental studies. And of
course, we won't forget all the scrumptious Korean
food we enjoyed throughout the tour!

Although rain during the last few days limited some
outdoor plans, we still experienced authentic Korean
culture, including delicious food, a Chuseok (Korean
Thanksgiving) breakfast ceremony, a Han River cruise,
and even cooking ramen using a vending machine!

Overall, the in-country experience offered rich
curriculum-linked  activities and unforgettable
experiences — highlighting the warmth and kindness

of Korean people, known as " (Jeong), meaning deep
affection, friendship, and heartfelt connection.




From the Classroom

Thai Festival 2025 — Rin Bayne
This year's Thai Festival was held at Barratt Reserve, West Beach, celebrating Songkran, the Thai New Year festival.

Our Thai class performed wonderfully on stage, showcasing Thai boxing, a traditional
martial art. Muay Thai is Thailand’s national martial art with a long and rich history. It is
known worldwide for its unique use of eight points of contact—fists, feet, knees, and
elbows—earning it the nickname “The Art of Eight Limbs.”

Mon Son pa is a traditional Thai children’s game pIayed in groups. It’s fun and helps
develop alertness and quick reflexes. One player
holds a piece of cloth and secretly places it behind
another player. If the person notices, they must
quickly get up and chase the one who placed the
cloth—before losing their spot in the circle.

We enjoyed a vibrant dance performance, Fon
; Wong Duean, a traditional folk dance from
Northern Thailand, performed to show respect and gratitude to the moon. The
dance features graceful movements that symbolize abundance and unity of the
community.

Thanks to Thai teacher Rin Bayne for arranging the excursion and to Erik Brasse and
Parky Anderson for their support.




Professional Learning
International Congress on the Education of the Deaf (ICED) in Rome, Italy — Sophia Borick

In July 2025, two colleagues and | travelled to Rome
to attend the 24th International Congress on the
Education of the Deaf. This congress is held every
five years and is recognised as a significant historical
event. Notably, this was the first time since 1880
that Italy hosted the congress. This year, the
congress brought together approximately 700
participants from around the world, with the theme,
"More Than Words." The event spanned five days.

International Sign interpreters and Italian Sign
Language interpreters were utilised throughout the
congress. The program included keynote speakers,
symposium sessions, and poster presentations.
Networking with both deaf and hearing educators
was an enriching experience, providing a wonderful

opportunity to exchange knowledge and learn from one another.

| was particularly fascinated by International Sign, which is distinct from established sign languages. It is not a true
language but rather a flexible contact variety of sign language, used as a means of communication between deaf
individuals from different linguistic backgrounds. Learning and practicing International Sign with participants from around
the globe was an exciting yet challenging task.

The congress featured a diverse range of presentations, covering topics from Deaf Gain and Literacy to Sign Language
Rights. One presentation that stood out to me was on the subject of Deaf-Blind education, which was particularly engaging
and thought-provoking.

Attending this congress was an invaluable experience both professionally and personally.

First Conference of the Serbian Diaspora in Australia — Ana Nedeljkovic
On 17 September 2025, | had the privilege of participating in the First Conference
of the Serbian Diaspora in Australia, held in Melbourne and hosted by the
Australian-Serbian Chamber of Commerce and the Embassy of the Republic of
Serbia.
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It was an inspiring opportunity to connect with colleagues from across Australia,
share ideas about the importance of language learning, and discuss both the
challenges and strategies we face in the classroom. | found it especially valuable
to exchange experiences with teachers from other states, building connections
that will help us support each other and our students.
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Hearing from influential leaders and politicians working in multicultural
environments was also motivating, particularly their insights on promoting
languages and cultures in Australia. This landmark event was a powerful
reminder of the role education plays in preserving identity while fostering
stronger ties within our diverse community.
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Thank you Seiiora Flor
Year 11 and Year 12 International Baccalaureate classes recently participated in a cooking lesson. The 46 students made
tequefios (a traditional Venezuelan finger food), guacamole and churros, with thanks also to the support of Glenunga
International High School. We also farewelled Sefiora Flor after almost a decade teaching our International
Baccalaureate students. We wish the best to Flor in her new role and also to our Year 12 International Baccalaureate
students in their exams.




Key dates for Term 4

WEEK 1
SACE Stage 2 Oral & Written exams begin

Final week of lessons for Stage 2:

WEEK 2
Final week of lessons for Stage 2:

WEEK 3
Final week of lessons for Stage 2:

WEEK 4
Final week of lessons for Stage 2:

WEEK 5
Stage 1 Oral exams begin

WEEK 6
Stage 1 & Year 11 IB Written exams begin

WEEK 7
Final week of lessons for Stage 1 & 2:

Final week of lessons for all Stage 1 classes

WEEK 8
Final week of lessons for all R-10 classes

Tuesday December 2: Celebration of Achievement Yrs 7-12 (invited guests)

Saturday December 6: Celebration of Achievement Yrs R-6 (invited guests)

WEEK 9

CHRISTMAS SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Mon 8 December — Sun 1 February: Term 4 reports distributed.

TERM 1 2026

Mon 2 February: Classes recommence



Communicating with us

We really value regular and clear communication with our community, please contact us as follows:

e To discuss your child’s learning and/or wellbeing, please email their teacher directly using the email on
the lesson plan.

e If your contact details change (address, phone number etc.), please advise us on 8301 4800
or dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au

Notifying a Student Absence / Emergency Contact

Parents/Carers, if your child will be absent or late, please contact us:

BEFORE 4:30pm
Phone 8301 4800
OR email dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au (SOL Front Office)

OR email your child’s teacher directly (email on Lesson Plan)

OR SMS 0418 149 916 (Text only absence notification)

AFTER 4:30pm
Phone 0403 607 566, and we will advise the teacher

Extended Student Absence

If your child/children will be absent for more than three lessons, please contact us with student name, class
and dates, at: d.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au

TERM DATES 2025
Term 1: Tue 28 Jan — Sat 13 April
Term 2: Mon 28 April —Sat 5 July
Term 3: Mon 21 July —Sat 27 Sept

Term 4: Mon 13 Oct —Sat 20 Dec: last day R — 10 classes.
Last day Year 11s: Date to be advised
Last day Year 12s: week prior to final exam. Dates to be advised once SACE and IB exam schedules are finalised.
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