
TERM 1, 2026 

From the Principal 

We have certainly hit the ground running this year! 
Students are settling in and the flow of new 
enrolments is beginning to ease. We look forward to 
meeting with as many students and families as 
possible over coming weeks. 

This is a special year for the school as we celebrate its 
40th anniversary. The school was established initially 
for secondary students in a small number of 
languages and it has now grown to over 1700 
students Reception to Year 12, in 22 languages. We 
plan to celebrate this achievement and the longevity 
of the school in a series of events through the year.  

The celebrations have already begun with a special 
event held last week, ‘Celebrating Excellent in 
Language Learning’. We invited our 2025 merit award 
recipients to receive a certificate from the Minister 
for Education, in recognition of their outstanding 
achievement. Some of the students were then invited 
to share their insights with current year 12 students 
through a panel discussion. It was a wonderful 
occasion and opportunity for students, staff and 
parents to come together and celebrate. See more 
photos below.  

We congratulate all of our senior secondary students 
who completed language studies through the SACE or 
IB in 2025. We have had outstanding results and for 
our final year students, we have acknowledged their 
achievement, particularly those who received merits, 
with a special event, ‘Celebrating Excellence in 
Language Learning’ to kick off the year. See details 
later in this newsletter. 

Welcome also to our new staff and welcome back 
others. See our full staff list later in this newsletter:  

New staff: 
Tracy Papanotis, Auslan 
Melanie Mifsud, French 
Anu Sharma, Hindi 
Lucia Mitchell, Italian 
Maria Marzilli, Italian 

Charlotte Yao Cheng, Chinese
Frannie Jianfeng Liu, Chinese
Ana Mrkic, Serbian 
Agata Gil, Polish 
Jesse Maslen, Administrative Service Officer 

Returning staff: 
Lucia Gentilcore, Spanish and Italian 

In teaching and learning, our focus this year is more 
explicitly on ‘Effective Learners’ through developing 
students’ metacognition and meaning-making 
strategies. Our staff will engage in a sustained 
program of learning designed to explore how to 
develop metacognition and reflection, both in relation 
to learning strategies/learning how to learn, as well as 
in developing intercultural capability. 

We look forward to continuing and strengthening our 
connection with families to make students’ language 
learning experiences meaningful and memorable. We 
wish them all the best for the year ahead. 

Michelle Kohler 

Governing Council 2026 AGM 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
Tuesday 24 March 
6.00 - 7.30pm AGM 

Please register at: 

Steve.Milazzo522@schools.sa.edu.au 
Interested in shaping the direction of the 
School of Languages – why not join our 

Governing Council? 
 

We have three positions for parent representatives 
and 2 for student representatives on Council.  

Parents are appointed for 2 years and students are 
appointed for 1 year. 

For further information or to nominate, contact: 
Michelle.Kohler291@schools.sa.edu.au  

Nominations due Wednesday 18 March 

mailto:Steve.Milazzo522@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:Michelle.Kohler291@schools.sa.edu.au
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Enrichment Programs 2026 
 

In 2026, we will continue to provide a range of 
additional language learning opportunities for young 
people, as follows: 
 

Let’s Talk! 
This holiday program is for Years 10 - 12 students and 
focuses on building their confidence in speaking the 
language they are learning. 
Details for the upcoming events in April are: 

• Tuesday 14 April 
School of Languages (West Croydon) 

• Wednesday 15 April 
School of Languages (West Croydon) 

Languages offered include: Chinese, French, German, 
Indonesian, Italian, Japanese and Spanish. 
 

Languages Alive! 

This holiday program is for primary aged children and 
focuses on developing their awareness of diverse 
languages and cultures through interactive learning 
experiences. 
Details for the upcoming events in April are: 

• Tuesday 14 April 
School of Languages (West Croydon) 

• Wednesday 15 April 
School of Languages (West Croydon) 

• Thursday 16 April 
Stirling East Primary School 

• Friday 17 April 
Reynella East College 

• Monday 20 April 
Mitcham Primary School 
 

Further details for both programs can be found at: 
http://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au  
 

We thank the State Government for its continued funding of these 
programs. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teaching and Learning 
 

Teams for students and communicating with 
teachers 

 

We are currently using Microsoft Teams (Years 7-12) 
to support student learning and communication 
between students and their teacher.  
 

In Term 1, we provide extra support for teachers to 
enable students to access Teams. As we are currently 
implementing the Department’s new admin system, 
the EMS, we expect some delay in getting all new 
students onto Teams. Those who are already on, will 
continue to have access using their existing user 
names and passwords. We are working as rapidly as 
possible to get this up and running. Students will be 
given their access details by their teacher as soon as 
these are available.  
 

New admin system (EMS) 
As mentioned previously, our school is in the process 
of implementing the Department for Education’s new 
Education Management System (EMS). This system 
replaces the old EDSAS that has been in place for 
approximately thirty years. You might imagine that it 
is a significant change after such a long period, and we 
are very much in learning mode!  
 
The new system impacts a range of aspects of the 
school including enrolments, timetabling, 
attendance, finance and more! We are working 
through and as we learn, adapting our processes to 
maximise the new system for the benefit of students 
and families. We ask that you bear with us as we 
adjust to the EMS. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact us on 8301 4800 or 
dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au. Thank you.  
 

Finance Matters 
A reminder that invoices for payment of the subject 
charge are issued from the start of the April school 
holiday period.  
 
For further information, please visit our website:  
https://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au/subject-
charges-payment/ 
 
 
 
 
 

http://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au/
mailto:dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
https://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au/subject-charges-payment/
https://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au/subject-charges-payment/
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Community Engagement 
 

Happy New Year… of the Fire Horse! 
On Saturday 7 February, our esteemed teachers of Vietnamese, Ms Phuong Ngo and Mr Ly Le and the Principal, Dr Michelle 
Kohler once again attended the Tet festival to celebrate the New Lunar Year at the invitation of the Vietnamese Community. 

According to the lunar calendar, this is the year of the Fire Horse, which symbolises courage, dedication and action, success 
and prosperity!  
 

The event officially opened with an ancestral lion dance and fire crackers!  We then moved inside the hall to hear from the 
Premier and community leaders, before the presentation of awards and a gift to students who received over 90 for their 
ATAR.   

 

Two students from the School of Languages were amongst the group of outstanding achievers, An Schwer & Tam Nhu Ha.   

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

From left: Ly Le, Phuong Ngo, Tam Nhu 
Ha, Michelle Kohler & An Ngoc Schwer 

 

Award recipients with the Premier, the Hon. Peter Malinauskas. 
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‘Celebrating Excellence in Language Learning’ 

 

 



 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 6 

Staff Professional Development 
 
Mrs Amita Malhotra, Senior Hindi Teacher at the School of Languages, attended the Pacific Regional Hindi 
Conference held on 16 January 2026 at VOCO, Brisbane. The conference was organised by the High Commission 
of India in Canberra, in collaboration with the Consulate of India in Brisbane, and brought together scholars, 
writers, educators, journalists, and representatives of Hindi organisations from Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, and 
the Pacific Islands. 
 
In recognition of her work with ACARA in writing the Hindi curriculum and being the first founding Hindi teacher 
of South Australia, Mrs Amita Malhotra was invited to participate as a panelist in the conference and speak in 
the session titled Hindi in Education, where she contributed to discussions on key issues shaping Hindi language 
education in the region. The conference concluded with a formal dinner celebrating India’s cultural diversity 
and the strong relationship between India and Australia, while highlighting the importance of Hindi language 
teaching across the Pacific. Delegates who spoke at the conference as panelists, including Mrs Amita Malhotra, 
were presented with Certificates of Honour by the Government of India in acknowledgment of their significant 
contributions to the teaching and promotion of Hindi in Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 7 

Our Staff 2026 
 

LEADERSHIP TEAM 
Principal:        Michelle Kohler 
Deputy Principal, Learning and Program Innovation:   Pauline Akele  
Assistant Principal, Student, Staff and Community Engagement:  Barbara Smith  
Leader, Curriculum and Global Connections:    Ben Anderson 
Leader, Curriculum and Effective Learning – Secondary:   Kim Bennett 
Leader, Curriculum and Effective Learning – Primary:   Matthew Brown 
Leader, Curriculum and Student Engagement:    Parky Anderson 
Business Manager:       Shaun Ryan 
Learning and Communication Technologies Manager:   Ari Bickley 
Project Officer, Enrichment Programs, Marketing and Promotions: Kate Loechel 
 

TEACHERS 
Arabic: Thuraya Naji, Marianne Wehbe 
Auslan: Carmela Greco, Tracy Papanotis 
Bosnian: Adjana Krivdic 
Chinese:  Wendy Deng, Isabel Feng, Kelly Greatrex, Lee Lin, Karen Wang, Qiqi Xie, 

Shohret Yusoph, Yuan Zhu, Menglin Zhao, Frannie Jianfeng Liu, Charlotte Yao 
Cheng 

Croatian: Anamarija Cosic 
French:  Tess Amini, Bibbiana DePasquale, Marianne Wehbe, Teresa Vaccaro, 

Melanie Mifsud 
German: Kim Bennett, Erik Brasse 
Hindi: Tajinder Kaur, Amita Malhotra, Anu Sharma 
Indonesian: Jonny Daughtry 
Italian: Bibbiana DePasquale, Teresa Vaccaro, Alessandra Miles, Lucia Mitchell, Maria 

Marzilli 
Khmer:  Chimao Kang, Seka Tith, Tola Chan 
Korean: Parky Anderson, Seokran Lee, Yong-Mi Muirhead 
Nepali: Jai Bhandari, Mohan Gautam, Lok Poudyel 
Persian: Marjan Sobhani 
Pitjantjatjara: Mike Haynes 
Polish: Agata Gil 
Punjabi: Tajinder Kaur, Harpreet Sandhu, Rajwinder Sandhu 
Serbian: Ana Mrkic 
Spanish:   Ben Anderson, Lorena Pineda-Gonzalez, Patricia Rosales 

 Thai: Rinyaphat (Rin) Bayne 
Vietnamese: Le Ly, Phuong Ngo, Ngoc Anh (Annie) Nguyen 
 

SUPPORT STAFF 
Student and Staff Services: Thorl Chea 
Resource Centre and Data Management: Jenny Ivchenko 
Student and Staff Services/Administration: Teresa Matthews 
Media & Events Officer Steve Milazzo 
Administrative Services: Jesse Maslen 
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Key dates for Term 1 
 

WEEK 5 
Tuesday 24 Feb: Governing Council Meeting (7:00 – 8:00pm) 
Friday 27 Feb:  SoL Whole Staff Focus Day (8:30am – 4:30pm) 
 

WEEK 6 
 

WEEK 7 
Monday 9 Mar: Adelaide Cup Public Holiday *all lessons cancelled 
 

WEEK 8 
 

WEEK 9 
 

WEEK 10 
Friday 3 Apr:  Good Friday Public Holiday *all lessons cancelled 
Saturday 4 Apr: Easter Saturday Public Holiday *all lessons cancelled 
 

WEEK 11 
Monday 6 Apr: Easter Monday Public Holiday *all lessons cancelled 
 

TERM 1 SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

Sun 12 April – Sun 26 April: Term 1 reports distributed 
 

TERM 2 2026 

Mon 27 April: Classes recommence 
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Communicating with us 
We really value regular and clear communication with our community, please contact us as follows: 

• To discuss your child’s learning and/or wellbeing, please email their teacher directly using the email on 
the lesson plan. 

• If your contact details change (address, phone number etc.), please advise us on 8301 4800 
or dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au 

 
Notifying a Student Absence / Emergency Contact  

 

Parents/Carers, if your child will be absent or late, please contact us: 

BEFORE 4:30pm 
Phone 8301 4800 

OR email dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au (SOL Front Office)  

 AFTER 4:30pm  
Phone 0403 607 566, and we will advise the teacher 

 
Extended Student Absence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
TERM DATES 2026 

Term 1: Tue 27 Jan – Sat 11 April 
Term 2: Mon 27 April – Sat 4 July 
Term 3: Mon 20 July – Sat 26 Sept 

Term 4: Mon 12 Oct – Sat 5 Dec: last day R – 10 classes. 
Last day Year 11s: Date to be advised 

Last day Year 12s: week prior to final exam. Dates to be advised once SACE and IB exam schedules are finalised. 

If your child/children will be absent for more than three lessons, please contact us with student name, class 
and dates, at: dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au 

mailto:dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au
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