
 

  

Languages Alive! 
Frequently asked questions 

 

FAQs for parents/caregivers 

What is Languages Alive? 

The program is a Languages in Schools initiative of the Department for Education run by the School of Languages. It 

aims to provide South Australian children with fun and engaging language and culture learning experiences during the 

school holidays in order to develop intercultural understanding and engagement, spark curiosity about languages and 

cultures and encourage pursuit of language learning. 

When is Languages Alive offered? 

Over 5 days every April, July and October holidays. 

Where is it held? 

2 days at West Croydon, 3 days at various metropolitan, Adelaide Hills and regional locations. 

What languages will my child experience? 

A range of languages is offered, depending on presenter availability. These include but are not limited to: Auslan, 

Chinese, Croatian, French, German, Hindi, Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, Kaurna, Khmer, Korean, Nepali, Punjabi, 

Serbian, Spanish and Vietnamese. We endeavour to provide different experiences at each location. At some sites there 

will be repeated languages but the content will be different from the program offered at the previous session. The 

languages on offer each day are listed on the promotional flyers, the website and the ticketing site. 

How does the program work? 

There are 3 sessions offered on each day of the program. Each session presents a different language and culture 

experience. 

Students are divided into three aged-based groups, R-2, 3-4, 5-6. 

Students rotate through all sessions over the course of the day. 

For example, in the morning timeslot, the R-2 group might experience French while the 3-4 group is learning Auslan and 

the 5-6 group is in the Kaurna session. After recess, the R-2 group will go to Kaurna, while the 3-4 group learns French 

and the 5-6 group does Auslan. Then, after lunch, they will experience the third language workshop. 
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What happens once we arrive at the venue? 

Parents/ carers will sign in their child and check that the emergency contact number listed is correct. Languages Alive 

staff will welcome your child and invite them to collect their name badge and School of Languages bag. They will direct 

children to a location to place their bags from home. There will be a small amount of unstructured waiting time while 

all registered participants arrive and sign in. There will be some large sheets of drawing paper to keep participants 

occupied until the start time. 

Can my child be grouped with their friends or siblings? 

Yes, if they are a similar age. Participants enjoy the program more if the presenters can tailor each session to the level 

of the group. Younger children feel more comfortable with children of a similar age. Older children gain more from the 

experience if their learning can be extended. If a child would feel more comfortable with an in-class buddy, we suggest 

they invite a similar aged friend to attend with them. 

How much does it cost? 

$10 per student, free for school card holders. 

Can I drop my child off and go? 

Yes. 

Will my child be fully supervised? 

Yes. Students are in the care of Languages Alive staff at all times. All staff have current Working with Children 

Certificates and are trained in Responding to Risks of Harm, Abuse and Neglect in Education and Care settings. Most 

staff are registered teachers and are currently employed in South Australian schools.  

What time does it start/finish? 

Registration: 9.30 am 

Start: 9.45 am 

Finish: 3.15 pm 

What does my child need to bring? 

Food for recess and lunch, a water bottle and a hat.  

What do students do in the break times? 

During the breaks students will eat the recess/lunch that they have brought from home and we encourage 

unstructured free play. In some sites we have access to playgrounds and open play spaces, which the students enjoy. 

What are the rules? 

Normal school rules and behaviour standards apply at all times. We are guests in the schools that host the program and 

as such we all have a responsibility to treat these venues with care and respect. 

What if my child has a problem during the day? 

In the case of any problems, we will call the emergency contact number that has been provided at the time of 

registration. In case of illness or behaviour that impacts negatively on other students or staff, parents/carers will need 

to collect their child.  

What is the Language Passport and lucky dip? 

To encourage positive learning behaviours and student engagement in sessions, students are issued a ‘passport’ that 

lists all of the desirable attributes that are conducive to a positive experience for all participants. Throughout the day 

students will be asked to reflect on their learning and participation and note when they have demonstrated positive 

engagement. At the end of the day children will be asked to share their learning and reflect on their participation. All 

children will take home a lucky dip gift and a certificate of attendance.  
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Who is Solly Bear?  

Solly Bear is a soft toy who serves as the program mascot. Solly Bear frequently travels with our senior students on 

overseas immersion tours and is photographed in all kinds of places. Stories of Solly’s global adventures will be shared 

with participants. Solly also attends many of our regular language classes.  

Can my child take Solly Bear home? 

No. Students who participated in Languages Alive prior to 2026 may remember that some participants were awarded a 

prize for receiving the most passport stamps over the course of the day. With contemporary practices in education 

moving towards intrinsic motivation for learning rather than use of external rewards, the awarding of Solly Bear as a 

prize has been phased out. Instead, students will be encouraged to reflect on their own learning and participation. 

Does my child have to wear a name badge? 

Yes. The name badge is not only for identification but also for safety and organisation. If a person enters the Languages 

Alive area without a name badge on, we can instantly identify that they are not part of the group. This is particularly 

important in sites that also have OSHC. The name badge is also colour coded so that both organisers and participants 

know which session each child is scheduled to be in. Yellow name badges also signify participants who do not have 

photography consent. 

Can students keep their School of Languages bag? 

Yes. Students are provided with markers and pencils to use in their language workshops. We provide these to students 

so that they have everything needed on hand to complete activities. If a child is attending on multiple days, and they 

remember to bring it back with them, they are welcome to reuse their bag from a previous session. Simply let the 

organisers know at registration that your child already has a bag and won’t need a new one. 

Can we recycle the name badge and stationery pack? 

Yes. Participants are welcome to leave these items with us if they do not wish to take them home. Students who attend 

multiple days are asked not to reuse their name badges because the coloured numbers which signify the group that 

they are in will be different each day. 

Can we give feedback? 

Yes. A QR code is provided so that parents/carers can access a short survey to provide feedback about the program. 
This provides organisers with invaluable information towards continuous improvements. If you would like a response to 
your feedback, you can contact School of Languages via email or phone. 

What if I want my child to learn one specific language? 

A variety of languages are offered during each holiday period. Parents can view the whole program to see which 

languages are being presented at each venue and choose accordingly. The program offers 3 different languages each 

day, so students will participate in all 3 languages. If families are interested in pursuing longer term, weekly learning of 

a particular language, the School of Language website can be accessed for further information on the languages 

available at the school as well as timing and venues. 

Why are particular venues chosen? 

We have existing relationships with a number of hosting schools that welcome the program year after year. A small 

number of new schools are invited to become host schools each year, some accept this invitation, others do not. 

Demand for the program is variable in some areas for many reasons. Venues are removed from the schedule or placed 

on hold when attendance numbers reduce to unsustainable levels.  

 

 

 


