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TERM 2, 2026

From the Principal

A major focus for our school this term has been the
implementation of the Department’s Education
Management System (EMS). The new system has
impacted key areas of our operations and has taken
significant time and learning to implement — and it’s
only just the beginning. We are looking forward to
learning more and using the system to improve our
communication with families in due course. We
appreciate the efforts and patience of our staff and
families as we work through this major change.

Following our Annual General Meeting, | am pleased
to announce our 2025 Governing Council, as follows:
e Marinella Marmo (parent rep for Italian)

¢ Nadia Lilith (parent rep for Italian)

e Yasir Latif (parent rep for Hindi)

e Monychenda Im (parent rep for Khmer)
e Ben Anderson (staff rep)

e Mohammad Aryanpour (student rep)

e Manveer Goraya (student rep)

As the new Council gets underway, | wish to thank
previous members for their contribution to the
school: Mr Peter Orineula and Alison Curry, Bogusia
Topor, Ana Topor, Watanak Soda and Petra Elliot.

| look forward to working with the new Council this
year on our strategic plan.

Michelle Kohler

Staff News
During Term 1 we welcomed new teaching staff to our
team:
e Auslan: Tracy Papanotis
e Chinese:
Frannie Jianfang Liu
Charlotte Chang
e French:
Caroline Zavahir-Burlin
Mélanie Mifsud
e [talian:
Maria Marzilli

Maria Catalano
e Khmer: Tola Chan
e Polish: Agata Gil
e Punjabi: Anu Sharma
e Serbian: Ana Mrkic

We welcomed back Nicole Volk-Donaldson for
German.

We also welcomed to the SSO team
* Alicia Houston
* Jesse Maslen

In Term 2, we welcome two new staff:
*  French: Teresa Marchesan

® Spanish: Gyllian Godfrey

And, we are pleased to be supporting three Pre-
services Teachers from Adelaide University for their
Professional Experience placement:

e Chinese: Man Zhang

e French: Rezqya Ramadhinda

e Japanese and Spanish: Kitt ElImer

Term 1 Academic Reports
Please note that due to the EMS Implementation,
academic reports for Term 1 have been slightly
delayed. We anticipate reports being sent to families
during Week 3 this term. Please note that days
absent will not be reported for Term 1 however if you
are keen to follow this up, please email our front
office on dl.1802.admin@schools.sa.edu.au

Thank you for your understanding.

Online Classes
Please note that due to events at Adelaide High
School, all classes scheduled at AHS on Wednesday 13
May, will be held online via TEAMS. A link to the
online lesson will be sent to students prior to the
lesson.
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Student Engagement

Late in Term 1, as part of our student engagement
strategy, eight former students returned to school to
engage with our senior language classes—Chinese,
Italian, Japanese, Khmer, Korean, and Spanish—
offering thoughtful insights into their Year 12 learning
journeys. They shared considered reflections and
practical strategies to support current students in
their studies.

This initiative was highly valued by both alumni and
students. It provided meaningful, experience-based
guidance while strengthening connections across our
school community.

Parent-Teacher Discussions

Parent-Teacher discussions will be held in Term 2,
across Weeks 4 and 5 (19-30 May).

These discussions provide a valuable opportunity for
a conversation between parents/carers, students and
teachers to discuss student progress and to explore
ways of supporting students to achieve their full
potential in their language studies.

You will receive an SMS in Week 2, with an attached
letter outlining the Parent-Teacher discussion process
for this year. We look forward to connecting with
many of you through this process.

Enrichment Programs
During the holidays, we held our annual enrichment
programs, Languages Alive! and Let’s Talk. Our
wonderful team provided rich learning experiences
for students of all ages.

In Term 2, we continue to provide additional language
learning opportunities for young people, as follows:

Let’s Talk!

This holiday program is for Years 10 - 12 students and
focuses on building their confidence in speaking the
language they are learning.

Details for the upcoming events in July are:
e Thursday 9 July
School of Languages (West Croydon)
e Friday 10 July
School of Languages (West Croydon)

Languages offered: Chinese, French, German,
Indonesian, Italian, Japanese & Spanish.

Languages Alive!

This holiday program is for primary aged children and
focuses on developing their awareness of diverse
languages and cultures through interactive learning
experiences.

Details for the upcoming events in July are:
e Thursday 9 July
School of Languages (West Croydon)
e Friday 10 July
School of Languages (West Croydon)

e Monday 13 July

Venue TBA

e Tuesday 14 July
Venue TBA

e Wednesday 15 July
Venue TBA

Further details for both programs can be found at:
http://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au

We thank the State Government for ongoing funding of these
programs.

Global Connections

Global Learning Partnerships
Primary Hindi classes are looking forward to
connecting with their new GLP school, MIT Gurukul
in Pune, India, in term 2. Many thanks to our new
Saturday morning Hindi teacher, Mrs Anu Sharma for
establishing this connection and planning many
wonderful collaborative learning opportunities for
our Hindi students.
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German classes welcomed students from the SA
German Exchange Program, a 9-week reciprocal
immersion program open to students from Year 9
onwards. Our very own Mr. Erik Brasse accompanied
these students, hosted by schools all over
metropolitan Adelaide, on their week-long Oceans &
Outback tour.

It was a pleasure for our students to connect with
young Germans from all over Bavaria, hearing their
impressions of Australia and the Australian school
system and asking many questions.

Interviews mit den Schiilerinnen - clicke auf das
Foto!

Global Connections

Language & Culture Immersion Experiences
We would like to thank Mrs Candice Fergusson at
Para Hills High School who has offered SoL students
four places in the PHHS sister school visit to Kashima
for the third consecutive year. We have had many
applications for those positions. Selected students
will be notified early in term 2.

Also in Kashima news, a huge congratulations to
Arianna Burgos-Garabelli who has been accepted
into a six-month study programme at Kashima
beginning in September of this year. Arianna will
undertake a six-month intensive immersion
programme in Japanese while boarding in the
student residence at Kashima International High
School. Arianna and two other SolL students travelled
to Kashima with PHHS in December 2025

Some good news for the students taking part in the
postponed April Italian study tour. It is now
confirmed that the Sol study tour to Verona, Venice
and Rome will take place from the 20th November to
the 12th December 2026.

For more information, contact Ben Anderson,
Leader: Curriculum and Global Connections,
ben.anderson511@schools.sa.edu.au

Effective Learning (Primary)
Effective learning in the primary years is about
helping students become more aware of how they
learn. We are exploring metacognition — “thinking
about thinking” — by encouraging students to think
aloud as they work. This helps them make sense of
what strategies are working and what’s not. Using
guiding questions, they reflect on their learning,
what they found challenging, and what they might
do differently next time, building more independent
and effective learners. In Japanese at McAuley
Community School we have been doing Quick Share
conversations. Please see below.

(% Quick Share! __{

Turn to a partner and complete the following sentences:

A',.A' already knew___ so that helped me...
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https://schoolssaedu.sharepoint.com/sites/SoLCurriculumTeam/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FSoLCurriculumTeam%2FShared%20Documents%2FGerman%2F2026%20German%2F2026%20German%20AHS%207%2DS2B%2FTeacher%20Materials%20%E2%80%93%20Teacher%20Only%2F20260330%5F174256%2Emp4&ct=1777847844152&or=WORD%2DWEB%2EBODY%2ENT&ga=1&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2E2c61c711%2D93e3%2D453b%2Dbf73%2D1832bf6a8767

R-6 Hindi students celebrate Holi festival

R-6 students from our Hindi classes held at Pembroke and Croydon celebrated Holi during March.

Every spring, people across India and around the world celebrate the Hindu festival Holi, throwing
coloured water and powders on one another in joyous celebration. On this one day—the full-moon day of
the Hindu month of Phalguna—societal rankings such as caste, gender, age, and status are eluded in the
spirit of making merry together; everyone can be playfully covered with colours, and no one is left out of
the celebration.

Ms Tajinder Kaur and Ms Anu Sharma
Teachers of Hindi
School of Languages

Volunteering at the School of Languages
If you would like to get more involved in our school in whatever capacity you can offer, you may want to consider
becoming a volunteer. Information is available on our website Volunteering | School of Languages



https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.britannica.com%2Ftopic%2FHinduism&data=05%7C02%7CSteve.Milazzo522%40schools.sa.edu.au%7Ca60b010d738f4e89972108de809a9cbf%7C73bbf4e906884946aea9bd0bb40ecf07%7C0%7C0%7C639089598700405916%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M01rG9Q2I3JvZuYzDiO%2FkTO8ANTysjIm4PDoqsH9Xf8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.britannica.com%2Ftopic%2Ffeast-religion&data=05%7C02%7CSteve.Milazzo522%40schools.sa.edu.au%7Ca60b010d738f4e89972108de809a9cbf%7C73bbf4e906884946aea9bd0bb40ecf07%7C0%7C0%7C639089598700455839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wp3k8MkbuAZCuFpS6HsqyFDth6592sfx18rGTgzIr4c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.britannica.com%2Ftopic%2FHoli&data=05%7C02%7CSteve.Milazzo522%40schools.sa.edu.au%7Ca60b010d738f4e89972108de809a9cbf%7C73bbf4e906884946aea9bd0bb40ecf07%7C0%7C0%7C639089598700484369%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C9VbX9Ayq6q04N%2FlaeNdAKxe1auPGdbqHOF9LbPpJP8%3D&reserved=0
https://schooloflanguages.sa.edu.au/volunteering/

Key dates for Term 2

WEEK 2

Friday 8 May — Close of Term 2 R-6 enrolments
WEEK 3

WEEK 4

Parent/Teacher Discussions via Teams/Phone calls
Tuesday 19 May: Governing Council Meeting
WEEK 5

Parent/Teacher Discussions via Teams/Phone calls
Friday 29 May: Whole Staff Professional Learning Day
WEEK 6

WEEK 7

Monday 8 June - King’s Birthday (NO CLASSES)
Last week of Semester 1 for Stage 1 students
WEEK 8

Start of Semester 2

TERM 2 SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Mon 6 July — Sun 19 July: Term 2 reports distributed.
TERM 3

Mon 20 July: Classes recommence

TERM DATES 2026
Term 1: Tue 27 Jan — Sat 11 April
Term 2: Mon 27 April — Sat 4 July
Term 3: Mon 20 July — Sat 26 Sept

Term 4: Mon 12 Oct — Sat 5 Dec: last day R — 10 classes.
Last day Year 11s: Date to be advised
Last day Year 12s: week prior to final exam. Dates to be advised once SACE and IB exam schedules are finalised.




